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Biographical Article 


JOHN WILLETT, M.r.c.v.s. 
President, R.C.V.S. 


Although it will be difficult to surpass the 
sterling qualities of Mr. J. W. MelIntosh and 
tou follow such a popular President as he was, 
we feel sure that the new President of the 
R.C.V.S, will prove a worthy successor in that 
high office. 

Mr. John Willett was born at Staines and 
is the second of three brothers, all veterinary 
surgeons, whose father and grandfather before 
them had practised the veterinary art. He 
wus educated at Cranleigh, after which he 
was in a commercial house in the City of 
London for three years, when, having decided 
io embrace the veterinary profession, he entered 
the “ Dick” College, Edinburgh, from which 
he graduated in July, 1896. 

He became assistant to a London practitioner, 
the late Mr, J. E. Kitchen, M.R.c.v.s., of 
Worship Street, E.C., who possessed an exten- 
sive practice, and he was placed in charge of 
the Great Eastern Railway horses. Three 
years later he purchased an _ old-established 
practice in Marylebone Road, where he is still 
practising. 

Mr. Willett has devoted a_ considerable 
umount of his time and energy to the interests 
of the profession. Amongst his activities he 
has served as President of the Central Veter- 
inary Society and also of the Royal Counties 
Veterinary Society, and was elected to the 
Council of the R.C.V.S, in 1920, having served 
continuously since that time. 

In addition to carrying on his ordinary 
practice during the War, he was veterinary 
surgeon to the 2nd Life Guards and the Royal 
Horse Guards, at Albany Street, Regent’s Park, 
und Knightsbridge Barracks, and at the same 
time he managed to fulfil the veterinary 
requirements of the Foot Guards at Chelsea 
Barracks. His strenuous services for the Army 
during the War period were rewarded by his 
lute Majesty King George when in 1918 he 
received the honour of being gazetted Honorary 
Veterinary Surgeon to the King, an honour 
which, as we announced in our last issue, has 
heen renewed by His Majesty King Edward 
VIII. 

His genial presence, professional capabilities, 
and great experience, appear to have been much 
appreciated by the Army authorities and 
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gained him many friends. Since that time, 
and in spite of the great decline in the number 
of horses in London, these qualities have enabled 
him to carry on an extensive consultative 
practice, His great knowledge of horses 
has brought him recognition from several of 
the equine breed societies, for whom he acts as 
referee, 

Mr, Willett’s interest in the profession is so 
wide that we are confident that his election 
to the Presidency will be a matter of satisfac- 
tion to all. With such a_ record, we feel 
that he fully deserves the honour conferred 
upon him and is well qualified to carry out the 
important duties of President. 

We wish him a happy and successful year 
of 


MR. E. V. LUCAS VISITS THE R.V.C, 
MAKES PLAY AN APOLOGY 


“Writing not long ago on this page about 
veterinary surgeons,” observes Mr. E. V. Lucas 
in his eagerly read *“ Wanderer’s Notebook ” in 
the Sunday Times, “1 was so rash as to call 
them ‘ vels.’ and thus to commil an unpardonable 
sin. This being the first natural opportunity 
to apologise, I do so in dust and ashes, adding 
that when, the other day, | visited the Royal 
Veterinary College in Great College Street, and 
was shown over both the old and the new 
quarters (covering more than three acres) by the 
Dean, Sir Frederick Hobday, | never once used 
the forbidden word. A thousand times [I was 


tempted to, but I did not dare. *‘ Veterinary sur- 
geon,’ I said, in full. So, after all, you observe, 
lessons can be learned# and now and then, to 
employ a simile very appropriate in Great College 
Street, old dogs can acquire new tricks. As 
though I should ever say-—you know what— 
again! 

“But what a wonderful place this College is, 
and how still more wonderful it is going to be 
when all the new and spacious apartments, now 
mere husks of steel and brick, open to the 
weather, are occupied: lecture halls. library, 
operating theatres, rest-rooms for women, rest- 
rooms for men, roof gardens, and all the rest 
of it!) LI cannot remember ever having seen such 
elaborate preparations for the future, all to be 
in working order before many moons have 
revolved. But there will be no “ vets.” there: 
only veterinary surgeons, in full. I hope I may 
still be alive, after the opening, to see the hive 
at its busiest; to see it converting thousands of 
youths and maidens, now still at school, into 
healers of cows and horses, dogs and cats, and, 
if called upon, of monkeys and macaws. In 
short, into y——— into veterinary surgeons.” 
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Obituary 


Sir ARNOLD THEILER, Kk.c.M.c., 
DR. MED. VET., D.V.SC., D.SC., PH.D., 
HON. ASSOCIATE, R.C.V.S. 


The death of Sir Arnold Theiler in London on 
Friday, July 24th, at the age of 69, marks the 
passing of a great scientist and a world-famous 
veterinarian. He died as he would have wished 
to die—in full har- 
ness, at the height of 
his mental powers, 
and leaving an 
finished chapter of 
active personal re- 
search. 

He had come to 
London to attend the 
Second International 
Conference for Micro- 
biology as one of its 
vice-presidents, a few 
weeks after attending 
the tercentenary cele- 
brations of the Uni- 
versity of Utrecht to 
receive the seventh 
honorary degree of 
his career. His son, 
Ir. Max Theiler, was 
attending the same 
congress as a delegate 
from the Rockefeller 
Foundation in New 
York, and Lady 
Theiler, his young 
grandson Arnold, and 
his daughter-in-law 
were with him. 

The reputation of 
Sir Arnold Theiler 
was made in South 
Africa, and from the 
date of his entry into 
the Transvaal 
veterinary pioneer in 
ISM1 his life was an 
arduous but trium- 
phant struggle against the many diseases which 
had thwarted the agricultural development of 
that country since the days of the Great Trek. 

To few men is it given to see in their own 
lifetime so much of the practical economic 
results of their researches, and to receive such 
world-wide recognition before their death. As 
Sir John Russell expressed it in his address on 
“The Changing Outlook in Agriculture” at the 
Centenary Meeting of the British Association in 
1931: “It is difficult to overrate the value of 
the service he has rendered to South Africa as 


a country and to farm animals the world over. 
He began at the time of the rinderpest plague 
in 1895, a virus disease which killed almost the 
entire cattle population of South Africa; the 
country was devastated by horse sickness, blue 
tongue of sheep, heartwater of cattle, sheep 
and goats, and other terrible diseases. With 
almost uncanny precision he diagnosed the 
aiuses of these diseases and discovered curative 
measures ; he founded the Veterinary Research 
Laboratories at Onderstepoort, of which not 
only South Africa but 
the whole Empire is 
proud, and he trained 
up a body of veterin- 
ary research workers 
who aré extending 
the good work.” 
Theiler was hon- 
oured in every country 
in the world. He re- 
ceived seven honorary 
degrees from univer- 
sities in three con- 
tinents, the highest 
honours from scien- 
tifie societies, a 
(.M.G, from Edward 
VII, a knighthood 
from George V, and 
a royal decoration 
from Belgium. He 
was the first recipient 
of the Gold Medal 
and Grant of the 
South African Asso- 
ciation for the Ad- 
vancement of Science 
and of the Captain 
Scott Memorial Medal 
from the South 
African Biological 
Society, the first reci- 
pient of the Laveran 
Medal from France, 
the second recipient 
of the Budapest Prize 
from the Interna- 
tional Veterinary 
Congress and of the 
Medal of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England. Amongst his earlier honours was 
election as Associate of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons of Great) Britain and 
Ireland in 1907; amongst the latest was his 
election to the French Academy of Sciences in 
1933 and to the Fellowship of the Royal Society 
of Medicine in 1984. His honorary degrees 
included the ID.Se. of the Universities of South 
Africa, of the Cape of Good Hope, and of 
Johannesburg, the D.V.Se. of South Africa, 
Dr, Phil, of Berne, Se.D), of Syracuse, U.S.A., 
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and the D.Se. of the University. of Utrecht. 

The career of Arnold Theiler is coloured with 
the romance so often associated with the history 
of great men in all walks of life. Born on 
March 26th, 1867, at Frick in the Swiss canton 
of Aargau, he was the son of a schoolmaster 
and received his early education at the hands 
of his father and at the gymnasium of Aarau 
before proceeding to the study of veterinary 
science at the Universities of Ziirich and Berne. 
He took the qualifying State Examination in 
Ziirich in 1889 and subsequently the Dr. Med. 
Vet. at Berne. Stirred by the movement in 
science which had produced Huxley in England 
and Haeckel in Germany he would have pre- 
ferred to specialise further in pure biology, but 
there were others to be educated from the 
family purse and he had to commence his earn- 
ing career. His adventurous spirit turned to 
foreign parts and he speculatively selected the 
Transvaal as being a republic without an exist- 
ing veterinarian and therefore, to his youthful 
imagination, offering scope for a Swiss soldier 
of scientific fortune. He attempted professional 
practice in Pretoria and Johannesburg in 1891 
but soon realised that the problems of the 
country were sweeping epizoétics, against which 
the individual could do but little. A local out- 
break of smallpox, necessitating the production 
of fresh vaccine, brought him an opening with 
the health authorities of the Witwatersrand 
Gold Fields, and a later outbreak of glanders 
in Pretoria gave him the chance of demonstrat- 
ing to the religious Boers that animal diseases 
were not direct manifestations of Divine Will 
against which it was presumptuous to battle. 
He gained the confidence of President Kruger, 
a shrewd judge of men. He adapted himself to 
the people amongst whom he worked, studied 
their psychology and acquired proficiency in 
Afrikaans—the Dutch language of the Boers. 

In 1893 he married Emma Jegge, whom he 
had known throughout his school and college 
days. Four children were’ born of that 
marriage; Hans, recently transferred from 
Harvard to the Ondestepoort staff at Pretoria ; 
Margaret, now physical culture mistress at 
Jeppe High School for Girls in Johannesburg 
and South African international hockey player ; 
Gertrud, now Professor of Biology at the 
Huguenot Women’s College at Wellington, C.P. ; 
and Max, now of the Rockefeller Foundation in 
New York and already well known for his 
research work on yellow fever. 

The next professional opportunity of the 
youthful Arnold Theiler came when rinderpest 
broke into the Transvaal from the Zambesi in 
1896. President Kruger sought his advice and 
sent him to Matabeleland to report upon the 
new disease. He reached Bulawayo just at 
the outbreak of the Matabele rebellion but 
succeeded in returning to the Transvaal to 


organise measures against rinderpest and 
become the first official veterinarian of the 
Transvaal Republic. 

At the outbreak of the Anglo-Boer War he, 
as a Burgher of the Republic, served with the 
Boer forces in the field as “ Veterinary Officer 
of the State Artillery,” until the later phases 
of guerilla warfare rendered service 
impracticable. By the time Lord Roberts 
occupied Pretoria he had himself returned to 
the capital and the British veterinary staff was 
quick to recognise his exceptional knowledge 
of the diseases of the country. 

Under the new administration, Theiler 
accepted appointment as Veterinary Bacterio- 
logist to the Transvaal and was provided with 
a small laboratory, of wood and iron buildings, 
at Daspoort on the outskirts of Pretoria. About 
that time the late Sir Stewart Stockman 
became Prinicpal Veterinary Surgeon of the 
Transvaal and the two men became close friends 
and mutual admirers—Stockman developing an 
administrative veterinary field service and 
Theiler an independent veterinary research 
laboratory. 


The special knowledge he had so arduously 
acquired in the preceding twelve years, often 
by post-mortem examinations on the open veldt 
with vultures circling overhead, could at last 
be utilised with the resources of a laboratory 
and a small staff of assistants. His inborn 
genius for investigation and his untiring energy 
now found their natural outlet and it was not 
long before his published work was attracting 
attention throughout the whole world. His 
ability to apply scientific research to the solu- 
tion of problems of pressing economic 
importance and produce practical results of 
immediate benefit to the live stock industry, 
rapidly gained the confidence of Lord Milner 
and of the Treasury of the new administration 
—above all, the confidence of the farming 
community. 

Theiler was a man free from financial 
timidity in experimental work. He vindicated 
scientific research as straight business 
proposition and pressed for increasing grants 
as fast as he produced results. F. B. Smith, 
C.M.G., at first Director of Agriculture for the 
Transvaal and later Secretary for Agriculture 
for the Union, gave him as free a hand as 
possible and since he regularly overspent his 
appropriation the passing of ‘“ supplementary 
estimates for Theiler” became an annual cus- 
tom. Within a few years he had outgrown 
the laboratory at Daspoort and plans were 
prepared for a greatly enlarged experimental 
station at Onderstepoort about seven miles north 
of Pretoria. He was honoured with a C.M.G. 
in 1907 and in 1908 moved into new buildings 
completed at a cost of over £80,000 and equipped 


in the most modern European fashion—the 
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nucleus of the much enlarged Onderstepoort 
of to-day. 

He selected able young veterinary graduates 
from Europe for training, most of whom subse- 
quently occupied important posts in other 
spheres—D. Kehoe, afterwards Professor of 
Pathology in Dublin; W. H. Andrews, now 
Director of the Veterinary Laboratory of the 
Ministry of Agriculture at Weybridge; D. T. 
Mitchell, now Director of Veterinary Services 
in Burma; P. R. Viljoen, now Secretary for 
Agriculture in the Union of South Africa itself, 
J, Walker, recently retired from the director- 
ship of veterinary research in Kenya, was one 
of his earliest assistants, 

His own early research work was mainly in 
bacteriology, protozoology, and virus diseases— 
the name Theileria for a genus of intracellular 
protozoan parasites, commemorates this phase 
of his career, Theileria parva being the causal 
species of East Coast fever. His work on the 
tick transmission of the piroplasmoses became 
classical. His early method of immunisation 
against horse sickness, more efficient with the 
mule than with the horse itself, rendered trans- 
port possible in areas formerly fatal to equines. 
His production of a vaccine for “ blue tongue,” 
a fatal catarrhal fever of sheep, stimulated 
the wool industry of the country. His net, how- 
ever, was flung so wide that it would take a 
monograph on Theilerian research to do justice 
even to his “ first reputation ’’—the reputation 
for which he was knighted in 1914. 

It is given to few men to build four almost 
distinct reputations; Theiler did this and some 
scientists whu recognised his eminence in their 
own field may hardly have heard of his reputa- 
tion in the others. 

His second period, commencing with the grant 
of self government to the Transvaal in 1908 
and the union of the provinces in 1910, was 
one of consolidating his research institute and 
training disciples. The appearance of numerous 
collaborators in his published work, and inde- 
pendent publications of his staff in the “* Reports 
of the Director of Veterinary Research ” marks 
this phase of his career. Those early annual 
reports have developed into The 
Onderstepoort Journal, commenced as a quar- 
terly in 1933 by his successor, Dr. P. J. du 
Toit. 

From 1908 onwards General Botha and 
General Smuts guided the political distinies of 
the country and no men were more fully alive 
to the enormous value of Theiler’s researches 
in promoting its agricultural properity. Theiler 
now began the creation of specialised labora- 
tories within his institute—helminthology under 
F, Veglia, now in Turin, biochemistry under 
H. H. Green, now at Weybridge, entomology 
under G. A. H. Bedford, still at Onderstepoort ; 
G. de Kock, now Deputy Director of Onderste- 
poort, and E. M. Robinson, now one of its 
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sub-directors, came to him fresh from college 
a quarter of a century ago. His successor at 
Onderstepoort, Dr, P. J. du Toit, now “ Director 
of Veterinary Services and Animal Industry ” 
for the Union, joined him as an experienced 
investigator in 1919 and was his understudy 
for eight years. 

Of economically important work during this 
phase may be mentioned the control of 
haemonchosis in sheep, research into diseases 
caused by poisonous plants, improvements in 
vaccine production and in immunisation against 
horse sickness, but above all the elucidation 
of the cause of “ Lamsiekte ” in 1917, a cattle 
disease which threatened the farmers with ruin 
over vast tracts of the country. Out of this 
last work sprang the long series of researches 
on aphosphorosis of ruminants and diseases 
associated with mineral deficiency—work which 
continues to this day and which provided 
Theiler with material for the histological studies 
into the skeletal diseases of the domesticated 
animals, to which he devoted the years of his 
retirement, 

The third phase of Theiler’s life, this time 
as a great educationalist, came when General 
Smuts called upon him in 1919 to put into effect 
the recommendations of an educational com- 
mission and organise a Faculty of Veterinary 
Science at Onderstepoort in affiliation with the 
University of South Africa. He embarked upon 
his new task as “ Director of Veterinary Educa- 
tion and Research” at the age of 52 with all 
the joyous enthusiasm of youth, stipulating enly 
that he be given an entirely free hand for tive 


years with an annual appropriation of £100,000 


for the enlarged institute—no mean sum for a 
country with a total national revenue much 
smaller than a British chancellor has often had 
to face as a budget deficit. 

General Smuts gave him carte blanche and 
ensured protection from Treasury economists 
over the years of post-war depression. Theiler 
introduced fresh staff, amongst others Dr. 
Steck, now professor of veterinary medicine in 
Berne, and a group of young South Africans 
who now occupy prominent positions in the 
institute. But to add a new teaching staff of 
the ambitious dimensions he contemplated, to 
his already large research staff, would have 
overloaded his scheme for combining teaching 
with research. Since he aimed at providing 
professors, actively engaged in research on their 
special subjects, in directions of economic 
importance to the country, he boldly embarked 
upon the policy of converting existing investiga- 
tional officers into teachers. Unhampered by 
tradition he sent members of his staff oversea 
to specialise further and study teaching methods 
as fast as the curriculum developed. Over the 
ensuing few years he seattered his tried hench- 
men to the four winds, each on a year’s special 
study leave—four to Switzerland, two to 
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Germany, two to England and one to America. 
He later established principle’ of 
* sabbatical leave” by which his whole profes- 
sional staff could obtain the opportunity, at 
regular intervals, of prosecuting study oversea. 

Some of the younger staff of those pioneer 
days may have felt roughly handled by the 
driving force of their tireless chief, and were 
certainly worked to the limit of their capacity 
by a man who made his own first round of 
inspection of his institute at 6.30 in the morn- 
ing, observed all his experimental animals 
before breakfast, gathered his professional staff 
together at 8.30 a.m. with the blast of a siren 
from the clock tower, and brought them into 
conference every Wednesday night to discuss 
the scientific literature they had been reading 
during the week. But he lived to see them 
all grateful for his paternal discipline and 
few men have been more honoured by their 
disciples in their later years. 

From 1921 onwards he himself occupied the 
positions of Dean of the Veterinary Faculty and 
Professor of Tropical Diseases in the Univer- 
sity, in addition to his’ Directorship of 
Veterinary Research under the Department of 
Agriculture, until his retiral in 1927 closed 
the third phase of his career with a_ third 
reputation as a great educationalist. He dis- 
played genuine human gratification in receiving 
the first honorary D.V.Se. of the University of 
South Africa on the same platform with his 
sinall first batch of students receiving their 
qualifying degree of B.V.Se. in 1925, 

His retiral at the usual age of 60 released 
him from administrative responsibility, but 
it is characteristic of the man that when he 
relinquished control of the largest institute 
in the world specially devoted to veterinary 
science, and of 100 white workers of whom 
about 30 were professional graduates, he at 
once cast about for an individual line of private 
research to occupy his retiring years—a_ line 
with which his own two hands could cope 
despite the handicap that one of these was 
wooden from the wrist. 

He chose this line as one which would leave 
him free to travel with portable material— 
pathological specimens and a microscope—and 
went to the Continent to study human bone 
pathology in preparation for research into the 
histology of the osteodystrophic diseases of the 
domesticated animals, a subject upon which he 
gave the special course of lectures under the 
auspices of London University in Camden Town 
in 19384, 

In 1928 he spent six months in Australia 
in an advisory capacity to the Commonwealth 
Government. The years 1929-1933 were spent 
for the most part in Switzerland, where his 
flat in Lucerne became a veritable Mecca for 
old students and staff visiting Europe. The 
following year was spent at the Royal Veter- 
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inary College in London, in a laboratory placed 
at his disposal by Sir Frederick Hobday. He 
attended the 12th International Veterinary 
Conference in New York in 1934, receiving the 
Budapest Prize of that organisation, and 
returned to South Africa via New Zealand 
where he sepnt a few weeks as the guest of 
the New Zealand Government. The year 
preceding his last visit to London was spent 
at Onderstepoort as an honoured guest of the 
institute he had himself created; his successor, 
Dr. BP. J. du Toit, placed his old personal 
laboratory at his disposal. 

During the last nine-year phase of his life 
he created for himself, by private research, 
yet a fourth scientific reputation—as an 
authority on the osteodystrophic diseases of 
domesticated animals. Although prolific of 
publications to the last, he leaves a mass of 
original observations still unrecorded. 

In public life Sir Arnold Theiler was a com- 
pelling personality and great driving force. In 
private life he was modest, humorous and 
kindly, of simple habits and tastes, and revealed 
to his intimate friends the man of deep senti- 
ment behind the man of action. He had faith 
in his star of destiny but was entirely free 
from lesser vanities. His ability as a leader 
arose from his enthusiasm for the “ thing in 
itself,” and his capacity for inspiring enthusiasm 
in receptive minds. As a director he was a 
rigorous disciplinarian and demanded unswerv- 
ing loyalty from subordinates, but he strongly 
supported all who gave him service. He was 
a born teacher and although intolerant of 
indolence he showed infinite patience with the 
“man who tried his best.” 

The high standing of the veterinary profes- 
sion in South Africa, and adequate financial 
recognition in Government Service, is largely 
the result of his efforts, but his influence on 
the status of veterinary science is wider than 
that—he has done much to convince’ the 
administrative mind all the world over, that 
expenditure on veterinary research is a 
profitable investment for any country, 

Genius has been defined by one sage as 
* intuition which has the warrant of ultimate 
certainty,” and by another as “ infinite capacity 
for taking pains.”’ Theiler fitted both definitions. 
Few men have displayed more doggedness in 
arriving at the truth by patient elimination 
of possible hypotheses, but periodic flashes of 
insight as often provided the clue to his 
baffling problems. 

The extent to which Lady Theiler entered into 
his scientific life, and his degree of dependence 
upon her, are perhaps only known to their 
intimates. She was the girl friend of his 
boyhood years, the helpmeet of his maturity, 
the librarian companion of his retiring years. 
She survives to carry his ashes back to the 
land in which he carved his career. 
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THE FUNERAL 

There was a large assembly at the funeral, 
which took place at the Golder’s Green Crema- 
torium on Monday afternoon last. Lady Theiler, 
Dr. A, Theiler of Lucerne (brother) and Mrs. 
Theiler, Dr. Max Theiler (son) and Mrs. M. 
Theiler were chief mourners, while many friends 
of the family were present. 

Mr. Te Water, High Commissioner of South 
Africa in London, and Mrs. Te Water, with Mr. 
I. B. Smith, ¢.m.G., Former Secretary of Agricul- 
ture for the Union of South Africa, attended 
the ceremony, at which the following members 
of the veterinary profession in this country were 
present: Mr. John Willett (President, R.C.V.S.), 
Captain J. R. Barker (President, N.V.M.A.), Dr. 
W. H. Andrews, Professor J. B. Buxton, Captain 
T. J. Bosworth, Major G, W. Dunkin, Mr. Henry 
Gray (representing the Central Veterinary 
Society), Dr. (with Mrs.) H. H. Green, Sir 
Frederick Hobday (representing the Council 
Staff of the Royal Veterinary College), Mr. H. E. 
Hornby, Dr. A. D. McEwen, Mr. W. A. Pool 
(representing the Imperial Bureau of Animal 
Health), and Mr. E, J, Pullinger (representing the 
Second International Congress of Microbiology), 
together with Dr. Fred Bullock (Registrar, 
R.C.V.S.). 


Tue LATE Mr. ©, A. DUCKSBURY, M.R.C.V.S., OF 
LANCASTER 

His many friends in the profession will deeply 
regret the death of Mr. Orlando Atkinson 
Ducksbury, which, as announced in our last 
issue, occurred at his residence, “ Langdale,” 
Scotforth, Lancaster, on July 18th at the age of 
69 years. 

Mr. Ducksbury had been in indifferent health 
for some months but had been confined to his 
room for only a few weeks. 

Born at Kendal, Westmorland, Mr, Ducksbury 

yas the youngest son of the late Mr. Samuel 
Ducksbury of the King’s Arms and County Hotels, 
Lancaster, and after studying at the New Veter- 
inary College. Edinburgh, he qualified as a 
member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgecns in 1891. He then succeeded to the 
yractice formerly carried on by the late Mr, John 

romley, M.R.C.Vv.S., and practised in Lancaster 
and district for some 40 years, retiring from 
active practice about five years ago. 

Mr. Ducksbury, before his retirement, was for 
many years a veterinary surgeon to the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Lancashire 
County Council and the Corporations of 
Lancaster and Morecambe and, was honorary 
velerinary surgeon to the Lancaster Agricultural 
Society. 

He was a member of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association and was associated with 
the Laneashire Division. 

One of the best known practitioners in the 
North of England, Mr. Ducksbury was a veter- 
inary surgeon of long and wide experience and 

yas held in the highest esteem by a wide circle 
of agriculturalists in the north. His passing 
removes one whose name was a “ household 
word” in the homes of farmers for many miles 
around Lancaster. He is survived by Mrs. 
Ducksbury, his two sons, Mr. Orlando’ H. 
Ducksbury, solicitor, Manchester, and Mr. C., 
Hedley Ducksbury, M.R.c.Vv.s., D.v.S.M., of Colne. 
Wilts... and by his only daughter Olivia, wife of 
Mr. Harold Burrow, M.R.C.Vv.S., D.V.S.M., chief 
veterinary officer for Derbyshire. 

The funeral took place at Lancaster Cemetery 
on Tuesday last, July 21st, and was preceded 
by a service at St. Paul’s Church, Scotforth, 
conducted by the Rev. S. Ratcliffe. 
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SIR ARNOLD THEILER: 


A GREAT VETERINARY SCIENTIST 
PASSES AWAY 


ERHAPS the most moving tribute paid to 

Sir John M’Fadyean upon his retirement 
from active work was that spoken by our 
colleague, Mr. Livesey, when, disclaiming 
eloquence, he found words to be sincerely thank- 
ful that our small profession had produced one 
really great man. This was the occasion, in 
1928, of the presentation to Sir John of the 
Diploma of Honorary Associate by the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons— 
the highest award in its gift. Twenty years 
earlier, the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons had awarded this Diploma to the illus- 
trious veterinarian whose sudden death we now 
mourn. Though he had not graduated through 
the portals of the R.C.V.S., and could not there- 
fore come under Mr. Livesey’s scrutiny of the 
profession, he had, nevertheless, cast the whole 
of his active career in the service of the British 
Empire. In South Africa his long career 
achieved a triumph in veterinary science and 
has been an inspiration to a band of followers 
rivalled only by the towering career of his 
contemporary, Sir John M’Fadyean, at home. 
Indeed, it may well be said that South Africa, 
fertile as it has been in contributing through 
the wisdom of its statesmen to the virility and 
stability of our Empire during the past three 
decades, since the Act of Union, has enriched 
the common fund of veterinary science in no 
less degree through the unquenchable zeal of 
Sir Arnold Theiler and his genius as an experi- 
mentalist. Those who, in the course of their 
early training, have had the rare good fortune 
to come under the influence of these two men, 
one of whom happily remains with us in full 
vigour, will not hesitate to declare that they 
were two great outstanding scientific veterin- 
arians of the Empire in their day and genera- 
tion, which was again undoubtedly the greatest 
period of discovery in the history of veterinary 
science. We extend to Lady Theiler and her 
family (one of whom is a member of our 
profession) our heartfelt sympathy in their 
grief, 


The Corporation of Lancaster was represented 
by the Deputy Mayor, the Medical Officer of 

-alth, and the Director of Education, In 
addition to the family mourners the following 
members of the profession were present: Messrs. 
J. B. Robertson, M.R.c.v.s., O. Simons, M.R.C.V.S., 
G. C. Webster, M.R.C.Vv.s., D.v.s.m., G. N., 
Sutherland, M.R.c.v.s.,  L. Greenhalgh, 
M.R.C.V.S., and F, R. Slinger, M.R.c.v.s. 
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General Article 


THE ROLL OF ACCREDITED 
PRODUCERS* 


L. JORDAN, Pu.D., M.R.C.V.S. 
CHIEF VETERINARY OFFICER, WEST SUSSEX. 


I wish it to be made clear that I am not 
presenting to you to-day a paper on the above 
subject in quite the same way as I would present 
it at some future date when this Society has 
become finally established. On such an occasion 
the meeting would be for the express purpose 
of receiving and discussing such a contribution, 
which would be prepared accordingly. It was 
felt, however, that some of you having come 
some distance to-day might consider this 
somewhat of a wasted afternoon if we simply 
complete the business side of our programme 
and then disperse. I have ventured, therefore, 
to collect a few points in connection with the 
subject which [I hope will serve to stimulate 
a general and interesting discussion and afford 
an opportunity for us to exchange our views. 

I do not propose to detail any particulars of 
the scheme itself. These are well known to you 
all. To use the words of the Milk Marketing 
Board, this scheme has been introduced into 
England and Wales in order to improve the 
standard of milk production on as many farms 
as possible, and to pass on the benefits of that 
standard without any additional charge to the 
consumer. 

No one will deny that there is great room for 
improvement in the present-day methods of 
milk production in this country ; in fact, when 
we realise what great changes have taken place 
in recent years in connection with the production, 
storage, and delivery of other foodstuffs, it is 
astounding that milk has remained more or less 
uneared for. The conditions under which milk 
is produced and handled can in innumerable 
cases be regarded only as a national disgrace. 
It is true that the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order, 1923, and the Milk and Dairies Order, 
1926, were introduced with the object of improv- 
ing matters. As we all know, however, the 
proverbial ‘‘drop in the ocean’”’ is almost 
paralleled by the minute proportion of designated 
milk which has been produced as compared 
with the thousand million gallons of unlicensed 
milk which is produced in this country annually. 
Many private concerns, such as some Co-opera- 
tive Societies, have introduced schemes of clean 
milk production with a system of a bonus 
payment amongst their producers. Excellent 
pioneer work has been done by such bodies. 


*Paper presented at the inaugural meeting of 
the Sussex Veterinary Society, held at Brighton, 
May 28th, 1936. 
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After several delays the Roll of Accredited 
Producers was established by the Milk Marketing 
Board in May, 1935. I think it can be claimed 
that already it has produced many beneficial 
results. The figures concerning the growth of 
the scheme are interesting, but as they appear 
regularly in the agricultural journals I shall not 
bother you with them here. 


There is, of course, no such Roll in Scotland. 
Speaking for that part of the country with which 
I am most familiar, namely, the South West 
and especially Ayrshire and Lanarkshire, no 
such Roll is needed. It is safe to say that all the 
milk produced in these districts is more or less 
of the necessary Grade ‘“‘A”’ standard. This 
is not essentially due to any special virtues 
on the part of the local farmers—although 
one must mention in passing that they must be 
afforded every possible praise for the way in 
which they maintain their herds and the manner 
in which they produce milk. The local authori- 
ties in Scotland have introduced their own 
respective Dairy Bye-Laws made by them 
under Section (8) of the Milk and Dairies 
(Scotland) Act, 1914. This Act instructs inter 
alia, 8. (1) It shall be the duty of every 
local authority, as soon as may be after the 
passing of this Act, to make Bye-laws for their 
district providing :— 

(a) for the inspection of cattle in dairies; 
(6) for prescribing and regulating the 
structure, lighting, ventilation (including air 
and floor space), cleansing, drainage, wash- 
ing and scalding facilities, and hot water 
supplies of dairies and their appurtenants; 


(c) for the prevention of impurities in 
milk intended for human consumption and 
for securing the cleanliness and health of 
the cows and the cleanliness of persons and 
clothing of those engaged or assisting in the 
business, and of the milk, cows, dairies, 
sculleries, boiler houses, and all utensils, 
vehicles and vessels used for the reception, 
conveyance, storage or sale of milk; 


(d) for prescribing precautions to be 
taken by dairymen against infection or con- 
tamination. 


The Bye-laws so made and rigidly enforced 
are necessarily stringent but they have more 
than justified their inception. It will be realised 
from this that we are some 20 years behind 
Scotland in the question of clean milk pro- 
duction. On the whole, the dairy byres in 
Scotland are far superior in every way to those 
in this country, and this has played no small part 
in the successful attempt which is being made 
in the South West of that country to eradicate 
bovine tuberculosis. It is significant that one 
county alone, Ayrshire, can boast of more 
‘attested ’’ herds than the whole of England. 
These are facts of which we cannot feel very 
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proud, but which I think should be brought to 
your notice. 

I have to admit that when I came South just 
over two years ago, I was horrified at the 
methods of milk production to be found on many 
farms. I could hardly believe it possible 
that milk could still be allowed to be produced 
under such conditions. I do not wish to dwell 
on comparisons ; suffice it to say that a drastic 
alteration was long overdue. 

Whilst we cannot forecast the ultimate result 
of the Accredited Scheme, we all have at the 
back of our minds the hope and expectation 
that in the near future all milk sold for liquid 
consumption, whether it be pasteurised or not, 
will have to be of Grade “A”’ standard. All 
other milk will be used for manufacturing 
purposes only. 

The introduction and encouragement of this 
scheme has received a certain amount of criticism 
inasmuch as even when all liquid milk might 
be of Grade “‘ A ”’ standard, the scheme does not 
go far enough to safeguard the milk supply. 

I wish now to refer specially to the question 
of the contamination of the milk supply with 
tubercle bacilli. I venture to suggest that the 
possible presence of the tubercle bacillus is by 
far the most serious danger to milk. We all 
know that there have been several instances of 
serious outbreaks of septic sore throat which 
have been traced directly or indirectly to the 
milk supply. These have, however, been com- 
paratively very infrequent. Moreover, cases of 
undulant fever also so traced are increasing 
in number. 


One of the most important conditions regard- 
ing the production of Grade “‘ A” milk is that 
it is from cows clinically examined by qualified 
veterinary surgeons four times a year. I am 
an enthusiastic supporter of such examinations 
whether they be carried out for the purpose 
of licensing herds under the Milk (Special 
Designations) Order or whether they be carried 
out under Section IV of the Milk and Dairies 
Order, 1926. . 


I realise, however, our limitations in this 
matter. The opinion can be safely advanced 
that no one can possibly indicate all or even 
nearly all tuberculous udders by clinical inspec- 
tions. Moreover, an animal may quite well 
develop a tuberculous lesion in the udder 
inside the three months which elapse between 
such inspections. On the other hand, there is 
no doubt that such inspections do detect a very 
large number of cases. In support of this state- 
ment, which I do not think any one will deny, 
I can refer to conditions in West Sussex. Prior 
to the introduction of regular herd inspections 
under the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, the cases 
of tuberculous mastitis dealt with under the 
Tuberculosis Order, 1925, were only those 
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that either were reported by owners or seen and 
reported by the local practising veterinary 
surgeons in the course of their practices. 
During the last year, the number dealt with has 
been multiplied by four. This is not due to any 
way to the different personnel of the officers 
now carrying out such duties. Neither can it 
in any way reflect on the practitioners who 
previously administered the Tuberculosis Order. 
It is due entirely to the introduction of routine 
herd inspection. 

At the present time, Grade “‘A”’ milk as 
produced for the purpose of enrolment under the 
Accredited Scheme is mostly bulked on reaching 
the distributors. It is, moreover, commonly 
bulked with unlicensed milk and thus imme- 
diately loses its identity. We look forward 
to the time when such milk will be kept separate 
from ordinary unlicensed milk. In this way, 
the general public will receive this better 
article. At the present time, unless Grade 
“A” milk, or ‘‘ Accredited ” milk as we must 
now accustom ourselves to call it, is bottled 
and sold as such, the consumer is gaining no 
benefit from the efforts which are being made. 
Up to the present this scheme, which has now 
been in existence over a year, has not in any 
way realised its essential aim—namely, to pass 
on the benefits of that standard without 
additional charge to the consumer. As long as 
it is necessary to bulk the ‘ Accredited ” and 
non-accredited milk, no benefit can be derived 
by the public. 

Let us assume for one moment that all milk 
being sold in liquid form is of ‘‘ Accredited ” 
standard. The critics of the scheme will say 
that the public are being lulled into a feeling of 
false security. They are being educated and 
encouraged to drink a milk armed with a special 
designation and in their ignorance will believe 
that as such it is perfectly safe. We have 
already admitted that by clinical veterinary 
inspections alone the milk cannot be rendered 
safe from tubercle infections. 

I have demonstrated elsewhere that in every 
3,000 gallon tank of mixed raw milk there is 
probably included the milk of approximately 
ten cows secreting tuberculous milk. This 
figure is very simply arrived at. The 3,000 
gallons represents the milk of probably 2,000 
cows. Let us assume that 40 per cent. of these 
are reactors to tuberculin. This gives us 800 
reacting animals contributing to this supply. 
I have shown in a previous report that 1°4 per 
cent. of reactors secrete tuberculous milk. It 
is seen, therefore, that something like ten animals 
will probably be contributing tuberculous milk 
to this bulk supply. Supposing that by routine 
herd inspection we reduce this infection to the 
contribution of two or three so affected cows, 
the bulk still remains infected although probably 
in a correspondingly increased dilution. 
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It is hoped that with the present campaign 
of advertising milk which is being undertaken 
by the Milk Marketing Board, the people of this 
country are going to become more milk minded 
and that the consumption of liquid milk is going 
to be greatly increased to the benefit of public 
health. 

It might justifiably be claimed that by this 
Accredited Scheme you are producing a milk 
which is more wholesome and less infected by 
harmful organisms, especially tubercle bacilli. 
It has to be admitted, however, that such 
organisms are by no means entirely eliminated. 
The public are being encouraged to drink 
greater quantities of this food. It would 
appear, therefore, that we are to be much in the 
same position as that from which we started 
as far as the risk of infection is concerned, as 
although the product itself is somewhat safer, 
we are to take a greatly increased quantity 
of it. 

This is a viewpoint which I think must be 
acknowledged. I feel nevertheless that once 
we can get the public sufficiently milk minded 
and sufficiently educated to the undoubted 
benetits to be derived from an increased milk 
consumption, then they themselves will very 
soon demand that the article with which they 
are supplied shall be free from risk of harmful 
effects. 

I have been for several years more than 
ordinarily interested in the question of bovine 
tuberculosis and its relation not only to the 
cattle industry but also to the milk supply. 
In my very small way, I have been crying out 
for something to be done about it. Others have 
been uttering the same appeal far more loudly 
and for much longer than I. We have all watched 
and waited for years in vain. T should dearly 
like to see a Mussolini or a Hitler in this country 
for one purpose only. We have schemes sound 
enough to begin to tackle this problem of the 
eradication of the tuberculous cow. Should 
these prove unsuccessful we have men quite 
capable of drawing up other schemes. We seem 
to lack the final courage to tackle the problem 
in the only possible manner. By this I mean 
that all the various Acts and Orders and 
Schemes actually in operation are none of them 
nearly ambitious enough. Neither individually 
nor collectively can they ever make even any 
impression on things. 

In the meantime, we have to try and be 
content, although with very bad grace, with 
what measures we have and one of which is the 
Accredited Roll. This is by no means ideal 
but there is no doubt that it will have many 
beneficial results and consequently must receive 
our full support. 

There are other aspects of the Accredited 
Scheme which I shall not deal with here. Some 
of you may well bring them forward. The 
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different methods of administering the scheme 
in different parts of the country could be the 
subject of a paper unto itself. A very important 
feature of the scheme and one which would 
take a great deal of time to consider in detail 
is the general benefit the routine veterinary 
examinations will ultimately have on the health 
of the cattle in accredited herds. It is hoped, 
moreover, that the frequent association of 
farmers with veterinary inspectors will lessen 
the practice, which seems so very prevalent 
in this part of the country, of employing the 
“quacks ’’ with which the country appears to 
be positively infested. 

I have refrained from dealing in any way 
with the question of pasteurisation. It is not 
that I do not appreciate the importance of this 
practice in connection with the present or 
future consumption of milk. On the contrary, 
I feel that pasteurisation of milk is going to 
play a far greater part than it has done in the 
past. The fact that the Ministry of Health 
have agreed to the official pasteurisation of 
tuberculin tested milk is in itself sufficient 
indication as to the way the wind is blowing. 
Our responsibility as veterinary surgeons, 
however, is to provide the raw article from 
healthy cows. There our responsibility ends 
and that is why I have only dealt with raw 
milk. 

Finally, let me repeat that my primary 
object in addressing you was simply to set the 
ball of discussion rolling. I do not hold myself 
up as an expert in these matters: I probably 
do not sufficiently understand and appreciate 
the political and financial difficulties involved, 
and I am simply one of many who have taken 
an interest in the subject. I am enthusiastic 
and optimistic enough, however, to hope and 
believe that at last the wheels are beginning 
to move in the right direction. 


Discussion 

Mr. G. Warnock BrgG, having thanked Dr. 
Jordan for his paper, said that he wished to 
mention one or two administrative points in 
connection with the scheme which he thought 
were very important. The first dealt with the 
marking of animals in accredited herds. He 
found that the present methods of marking were 
very unsatisfactory and that the reading of tattoo 
marks in the ear was a very laborious proceed- 
ing. He was of the opinion that animals_ in 
accredited herds should be indelibly branded. 
Should the animal at any subsequent date be cast 
from the herd, this brand should be obliterated, 
indicating to any possible purchaser that the 
animal had been so cast. Mr. Begg then men- 
tioned the importance of animals with indurated 
udders found inspection of accredited 
herds. He was of the opinion that all such 
animals should be cast from the herd. 

Mr. J. B. Drier made a brief reference to the 
question of indurated udders. 

Mr. Ciark, referring to the question of 
induration of the udder, said that under the new 
Order the only time that an animal could be cast 
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from the herd was when the induration was of 
such a_ nature as to be likely to cause disease. 

Mr. W. P. BLounr referred to Mr. Begg’s system 
of branding animals, a system of which he did 
nol approve as it might lead to owners fraudu- 
lently marking their animals in order to give the 
impression that they were from a Grade “A” 
herd. In regard to the question of the examina- 
tion of cows’ udders, he gave it as his opinion 
that these could only be efficiently examined 
whilst empty. 

Mr, A. D. CAMPBELL slated that he considered 
that an animal with an indurated udder should 
be cast from the herd only if one could illustrate 
the presence of pus cells. He begged to join issue 
with a member who had raised the question 
of milking machines. It was not, in his opinion, 
the installation of such machines which led to 
the increase in mastitis, but rather the careless 
use of such machines. 

THe 

Dr. JorpAN said that he would confine his 
reply to one or two general remarks. Whilst 
fully appreciating Mr. Begg’s diflicully with 
regard to the marking of animals, he was also of 
the opinion that the type of branding suggested 
could not be resorted to unless adequate coni- 
pensation was paid, particularly as some animals 
had to be cast from Grade “A” herds which at 
some future date ceuld be re-included. With 
regard to the question of indurated udders, which 
opened a wide field, he was of opinion that 
veterinary surgeons were surely in a position to 
use their own common sense whether animals 
should or should not be permanently cast from 
Grade “A” herds. 

He was very interested in the figures which 
had been provided in connection with the 
routine inspection of Grade “A” herds. The 
other questions which had discussed 
amongst the members had more or less been 
answered and fully dealt with in the course of 
the general discussion. He therefore concluded 
by expressing his appreciation of the manner in 
which his paper had been received and of the 
discussion which had followed. 


R.C.V.S. LIBRARY 


The following numbers of the Velerinary News 
are wanted by the Librarian of the Central 
Library for Animal Diseases in order to com- 
plete the set. Gifts of any of these from 
members will be welcomed. ' 

Vol. I, 1904.—April 2nd, April 9th, April 16th, 
May 7th, July 23rd; Vol. V, 1908.—Angust 29th, 
September 5th; Vol. VIII, 1911.—July 8th; Vol. 
IX, 1912.—<April 6th, May 11th. 


* * * * 


LORDS AND THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 


Lord Halifax, in the House of Lords, recently 
replied to a complaint by Lord O’Hagan that 
the Ministry of Agriculture was not directly 
represented in the House. Lord Halifax said that 
it was the intention of the Prime Minister before 
arliament reassembled to take the necessary 
steps to ensure that the Ministry of Agriculture 
shall be directly represented, 

In this connection the political correspondent 
of the Farmers’ Weekly states that it is under- 
stood that Mr. Ramsbotham, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture, will 
be given another post but will still be available 
to assist the Ministry. A peer will then be 
appointed as Parliamentary Secretary. 
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Clinical Communication 


SUSPECTED 
PHOTOSENSITIZATION IN 
SOUTHDOWN LAMBS 
N. S. BARRON, B.Sc, 


DEPARTMENT OF VETERINARY SCIENCE, 
UNIVERSITY OF READING 


Photosensitisation in animals in this country 
is a comparatively rare occurrence and although 
suspected cases are recorded from time to time 
un accurate diagnosis is not always easy and 
the cause usually remains obscure. 

In South Africa the condition of geeldikkop 
in sheep has received considerable attention, 
largely by Quin'. The sensitising agent in this 
case is thought to be a porphyrin of plant origin 
and derived from chlorophyl, more especially, 
in the fore-stomachs, by the action of certain 
bacteria. VPreviously the same author? carried 
out experiments with haematoporphyrin, intra- 
venous injections producing dermatitis of the 
unpigmented areas of the head, the ears and 
the eyelids usually swelling within a quarter 
of an hour of inoculation. The skin often 
became dry and the sloughing which followed 
left tender patches. Such symptoms only 
developed when the animals were exposed to 
diffused or bright sunlight. Unlike what is seen 
in geeldikkop, however, no icterus was present 
and similar symptoms have been recorded in 
sheep during the wet season on certain pastures 
in the Transvaal, Natal and the Orange Free 
State, the condition being referred to as 
* fagopyrism ” and being attributed to members 
of the family Polygonaceae, 

In the case under review four lambs belonging 
to a pure-bred Southdown flock of 120 running 
on open downland pasture of good quality, were 
picked out by the shepherd because they 
appeared unusually irritable and restless, shak- 
ing their heads and moving round and round. 
They crouched in the darkest corner of the fold 
and endeavoured to bury their heads under one 
another, 
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Lestons.—On closer” examination very 
marked dermatitis of the upper and lower eye- 
lids was observed with scab formation and much 
thin discharge from the eyes themseives. A 
similar discharge also came from the nostrils and 
in some cases the ears were also involved, being 
swollen and bleeding as the result of rubbing 
in an attempt to allay irritation. Removal of 
the scabs revealed a raw tender surface. 

Investigalional——Two lambs were removed to 
a darkened shed. In a few days improvement 
was observed, which continued until the eyelids 
were almost normal. The lambs were then put 
in an open pen in a field, when in a short time 
the irritation returned, lesions reappeared and 
the condition of the animals became progressively 
poorer. Direct inoculation of discharge or of 
filtrates of scab emulsion into the eye of a 
healthy white lamb run with the others in the 
open pen, produced only a mild inflammation 
and a slight, transitory discharge. 

No signs of jaundice were observed and no 
haematoporphyrin was detectable in samples of 
urine collected from the bladder at death. 

Much work has been carried out on the 
photosensitising effect of buckwheat (Polygonum 
fagopyrum)® and Pichon? describes the symp- 
toms produced in cattle by eating this herb, but 
no indication of this in any form or of the 
other members of the genus Persicaria (common 
knot grass, climbing convo!vulus, sheep’s sorrel, 
spotted persicaria, water pepper) could be 
discovered in this instance—and if any had 
been, the small number of animals affected 
would still be remarkable. 

It has been suggested that the condition 
described was a mild form of contagious 
pustular dermatitis, but the marked improyve- 
ment observed when the animals were protected 
from light is rather opposed to this. In view 
of the failure to discover any plant on the 
pasture which might be incriminated, the 
condition still remains somewhat obscure. 


REFERENCES 
IP. C. Rimminoron and J, Quin. (1934.) Report 
Onderstepoort Veterinary Research Station, Vol. 
3. p. 137-157. 
2J. I. Quin (1931.) 17th Report. Ondersterpoort 
Veterinary Research Station. ; 
3* The Toxicity of Plants in South Africa.” 


Steyn. 
4Prcnon ef al. Rev. Gén. Méd. (1935.) Vol. 


44, 524. 


Sheep breeders in Merionethshire and other 
North Wales counties will meet the Welsh 
Department of the Ministry of Agriculture in a 
conference at which views concerning the 
eradication of sheep scab and compulsory dip- 
ping will be discussed. 

Dipping has begun in Merioneth. A quarter of 
a million Welsh sheep have to be dipped before 
October. 
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Abstracts 


| Surgical Treatment of the Hypertrophied and 

Dilated Heart. ©'’SHaucunessy, L.. and 

McCunn, J. (1986.) Vet. J. 92. 1. 3-6. 

(8 refs.). | 

In the racing greyhound a cardiac syndrome 
has been noticed, characterised at first by 
hypertrophy, which may be followed by dilata- 
tion and impairment of the function of the 
right heart. 

Such a dog is able to run well for the first 
three quarters of the race, but then slackens 
off rapidly and may not finish. 

After the race, examination reveals general 
distress, cyanosis, dyspnoea, an apex beat as 
far back as the eighth interthoracic space, 
tachycardia, and systolic murmur 
obliterating the first sound. 

It was believed that this was due to the 
pericardium being stretched tightly over the 
hypertrophied heart. 

Three such cases were treated as follows :— 

General anaesthesia was induced. Upon 
entering the left chest an excellent view of 
the enlarged heart tightly stretched 
pericardium was obtained. The latter was 
picked up below the phrenic nerve and was 
widely incised over the ventricle. The left 
heart was seen to bulge into the pleural space. 

The pericardial incision was left open. The 
incision in the chest wall was closed layer by 
layer over a fully inflated lung. 

The pneumothorax factor was controlled by 
means of the ‘Tiegel-Henle Positive Pressure 
apparatus while the chest was open. 

Of three cases, two recovered. Death in the 
ohe case was probably due to acute congestive 
heart failure. 

In a trial several months after the opera- 
tion, both dogs finished well and showed no 
signs of distress. In one case, in which com- 
parison before and after the operation was 
possible, an improvement in speed was noted. 

K. W. A. 


st ok * ok 
| Prolapse of the Rectum in the Dog and Cat. 

Operation of Flank Colopexy. Wricurt, J. G. 

(1936.) Vet. J. 92. 1. 9-12. (2. figs.).] 

Colopexy has proved more satisfactory than 
amputation in rectal prolapse. The operation 
is performed as follows :— 

A lubricated gum-elastic sound (three- 
eighteenth inches diam.) is introduced into the 
colon through the anus. 

An incision one-and-a-quarter to one-and-a- 
half inches long is made downwards and for- 
wards in the abdominal wall, starting under 
the anterior border of the ileum. The colon 
is recognised and is drawn out of the wound, 
while an assistant removes the sound. Trac- 
tion on the colon reduces the prolapse, and, 
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still held tense (by an assistant), it is anchored 
in the following way :— 

Three number 0 catgut sutures are inserted 
so as to include one-eighth of an inch of the 
muscle (transversus) and peritoneum of each 
lip of the wound, and of -the serous coat of 
the colon, 

The abdomen is closed with three layers of 
sutures, After-treatment comprises the adminis- 
tration of Kaolin, alkalis and hyoscyamus, 

Of nine cases, only three failed to make 
uneventful recoveries. One died of canine 
distemper. The second developed an omental 
hernia owing to interference with the wound 
and required re-suturing. The third suffered 
a breakdown of the anchor on the eighth day 
owing to persistent straining. The colon was 
re-sutured to the rectus abdominis and recovery 
then took place, E. W. A. 


[Contribution to the Operative Treatment of 
Otitis Externa Verrucosa of the Dog. H1nz, 
W. (1936.) Vet. J. 92. 1. 3-6. (4 photos., 
6 refs.).| 
The writer reviews several surgical methods 

of treating verrucose otitis in the dog, and 

describes in detail his own method. 

General anaesthesia is employed. The exact 
direction of the external auditory meatus is 
determined by the insertion of a probe. A tri- 
angular piece of its wall is removed, the apex 
being situated at the level of the osseous part. 
The outer skin is sutured to the internal skin 
of each cut edge, so that the cartilage is covered, 
otherwise healing takes six to eight weeks. 

The diseased tissue is thus exposed and is 
readily accessible for treatment. 

The patient can be discharged in a week. 
The disfigurement is invisible in dogs with 
drooping ears, and almost so in other dogs. 

This method is strongly recommended. 

EK. W. A. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON ANIMAL 
WELFARE SOCIETY 

In the course of a review of the activities’ of 
the above Society since the commencement of the 
year, it is stated that a new branch has been 
formed at University College, with the active 
support of members of the academic staff and a 
number of the more prominent students, 

In the ten branches seventeen lectures and 
seven exhibitions of films have been given on 
subjects connected with animal welfare. Visits 
have been organised to the Royal Veterinary 
College, the Wye Agricultural College, the 
National Institute for Research in Dairying, 
Whipsnade Zoological Park, and the London Zoo- 
logical Gardens. 

A technical discussion was held at the College 
of the Pharmaceutical Society on poisons for 
rodents and the humanitarian problems involved 
in their use, and, as a result, a new monograph, 
7a, on The Pathological Effects of Poisons used 
for Rodents, by J. G. Wright, Lecturer in Surgery 
and Materia Medica. Royal Veterinary College, 
has been issued price 6d. per copy—this having 
originally received publication in the Veterinary 
Record. 


Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons 


QUARTERLY AND SPECIAL 
MEETINGS OF COUNCIL 


MR. J. WILLETT ELECTED PRESIDENT 


A meeting of the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons was held on the after- 
noon of Friday, June 26th, 1936, at 10, Red 
Lion Square, W.C.1. 

The President, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, M.R.c.v.s., 
F.R.S.E., occupied the chair, and there were also 
present: Lieut.-Colonel J. W.  Brittlebank, 
Professor J. B. Buxton, Messrs. J. C. Coleman, 
H. W. Dawes, Major G. W. Dunkin, Sir 
Frederick Hobday, Major Hamilton Kirk, 
Messrs. G. H. Livesey, G. H. Locke, Sir John 
M’Fadyean, Messrs. A. MacKenzie, G. P. Male, 
Major A. B. Mattinson, Lieut.-Colonel W. 8S. 
Mulvey, Mr. W. Nairn, Dr. J. Share-Jones, 
Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, Captain R. 
Simpson, Mr. Arnold Spicer, Major F. J. Taylor, 
Captain W. K. Townson, Mr. J. F. D. Tutt, 
Colonel G. K. Walker, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, 
Mr. J. Willett, Professor G. H. Wooldridge and 
Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young. 

The minutes of the last meeting of Council 
having been taken as read and signed as correct, 
Mr. J. F. D. Tutt, the newly-elected Member of 
Council, was introduced and shook hands with 
the President. 

The Secretary read apologies for absence 
from the following: Dr. Bradley, Mr. Dolan, 
Mr. Donnelly, Mr. Holroyd and _ Professor 
O'Connor. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT 


The SECRETARY read the report of the Council 
meeting held in committee on April 2nd, to the 
effect that Mr. J. Willett should be nominated 
us President-elect for the ensuing year. 

The PRESIDENT: I have very much pleasure, 
gentlemen, in putting before you the nomination 
of Mr. J. Willett as our President for the 
ensuing year. I need say nothing more at this 
stage than formally to move that Mr. J. Willett 
be elected President for the ensuing year. Are 
there any more nominations? If there are not, 
I will put the motion to the meeting. 

The motion was carried unanimously and with 
acclamation. 

The PRESIDENT: Mr. Willett, you have been, 
by the unanimous voice of your fellow members, 
elected to fill this chair for the year now in 
front of us. It is to me a very real pleasure 
that an old fellow student and one whom I 
have known for a very considerable number of 
years now—I will not mention the exact 
number—should succeed me in the chair. I have 
pleasure, on behalf of the Council, in investing 
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you with this robe and chain of office—(the 
retiring President invested Mr. Willett with the 
robe and chain of the Presidential office)—the 
insignia of an important trust, and I feel sure 
that you will at all times uphold the dignity of 
this chair. I do not think it is necessary for me 
to do anything more than to say that I hope 
that your year of office will afford you as much 
pleasure and satisfaction as my year of office 
has given to me. I congratulate you and 
welcome you to the chair. (Applause.) 

Mr. WILLETT: I thank you very much, and I 
shall do my utmost to emulate my predecessors. 
I trust that when I leave this chair it will have 
lost none of its dignity. At the same time, I 
should like to congratulate our retiring Presi- 
dent on a most successful year of office. 
Gentlemen, I thank you. 


Appointment of Two Vice-Presidents 

The Secretary: The next part of the report 
of the meeting of the Council held on April 2nd, 
1936, is to the effect that Mr. J. W. McIntosh 
is nominated senior Vice-President and that 
Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson is nominated Vice- 
President and President-elect for the year 
1937-38. 

The Presipent (Mr. Willett): You have 
heard the report; are there any other nomina- 
tions?—(No other nominations were made.)— 
Then, gentlemen, I declare Mr. McIntosh elected 
senior Vice-President and Colonel Simpson 
elected Vice-President and President-elect for 
the ensuing year. (Applause. ) 

Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson: Mr, President 
and gentlemen, I thank you for the honour you 
have conferred upon me, 


OTHER OFFICERS 

Honorary Treasurer.— The PRESIDENT: I 
should like to propose from the chair 
that Lieut.-Colonel Simpson should be Honorary 
Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Colonel BritTLEBANK seconded the proposition, 
which was carried unanimously. 

Lieut.-Colonel Simpson: I shall endeavour to 
carry on as IT have in the past. 

Secretary and Registrar—Mr. McIntTosu: | 
have much pleasure in proposing—although I do 
not think it is necessary to do so—the re-election 
of Dr. Bullock as Secretary and Registrar. 
I am speaking from my experience of the last 
few years when I say that we could not have 
a better. 

The motion having been seconded by Colonel 
Simpson, the Presipent said: I do not think 
that it is necessary to put that motion to the 
meeting, in view of your acclamation. 

Dr. BuL_Lock: Thank you, gentlemen. 


THE RETIRING PRESIDENT THANKED 


Colonel BritrTLeEBANK: I think, Mr. President, 
that we can hardly close this meeting without 
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tendering our thanks to Mr. McIntosh for the 
very admirable services he has rendered to the 
Council for the last twelve months. We knew 
perfectly well when we elected him that we 
were selecting a man of great dignity and 
ability, and I feel sure that all our hopes have 
been more than fulfilled by the way in which 
he has carried out his duties. I beg formally to 
move that the best thanks of this Council be 
accorded to Mr. MelIntosh for his services 
during the past year. 

Mr. G. P. MALE: May I have the pleasure of 
formally seconding the vote of thanks so ably 
proposed by Colonel Brittlebuank? It needs no 
words of mine to add anything to what he has 
said. We all appreciate the work that he has 
done and the great dignity and energy with 
which he has conducted the meetings of the 
Council during the past year. 

The PResIDENT: It has been proposed by 
Colonel Brittlebank and seconded by Mr. Male 
that a vote of thanks be accorded to Mr, J. W. 
MelIntosh for his conduct in the chair during 
his year of office. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclama- 
tion. 

Mr. Mclinrosu, in reply, said: appre- 
ciate very much the kind words that have been 
used with reference to my work during the 
past year. IL am only too well aware of my 
own shortcomings, and I am grateful to every 
member of this Council for the support and 
sympathy that have been extended to ne during 
ny year of office. I appreciate the honour done 
to me and T only hope that I have been able to 
carry out the work properly. 

I should like, now that I am on my feet, to 
express to our Secretary, Dr. Bullock, my very 
grateful thanks for the able assistance which 
he has given me. But for that, I am afraid that 
my efforts would have been very weak indeed. 
I owe a very great debt of gratitude to the 
permanent staff for their kind help during the 
year which has now ended. I thank you, ; 

* e % * 


QUARTERLY MEETING 
OF COUNCIL 


The foregoing meeting was succeeded by the 
Quarterly Meeting of Council, R.C.V.S.. when 
the newly-elected President, Mr. J. Willett, 
occupied the chair. 

There were also present Lieut.-Colonel J. W. 
Brittlebank, Professor J. B. Buxton, Messrs, 
J. (. Coleman, H. W. Dawes, Major G. W. 
Dunkin, Sir Frederick Hobday, Major Hamilton 
Kirk, Messrs. G. H. Livesey, G. H. Locke, J. W. 
MelIntosh, Sir John M’Fadyean, Messrs. <A. 
Mackenzie, G. P. Male, Major A. B. Mattinson, 
Lieut.-Colonel W. S. Mulvey, Mr. W. Nairn, 
Dr. J. Share-Jones, Lieut.-Colonel DP. J. Simpson, 
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Captain R. Simpson, Mr, Arnold Spicer, Major 
F. J. Taylor, Captain W. K. Townson, Mr. 
J. F. D. Tutt, Colonel G. K. Walker, Dr. A. W. 
Whitehouse, Professor G. H. Wooldridge and 
Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 


The Tubereulin Test 
Mr. COLEMAN’S ADVICE TO FARMERS 


The minutes contained the following motion, 
the discussion on which was postponed till the 
present meeting :— 

* That—it having been brought to the 
notice of the Council that one of its 
members, Mr. J. Coleman, at a public 
meeting of the Farmers’ Club held on 
March 2nd, 1936, urged upon all farmers 
to demand that every veterinary surgeon 
called upon to apply the double intradermal 
tuberculin test should be able to produce a 
special certificate of competency to under- 
take the conduct of the test—the Council 
repudiates this public charge of incompe- 
tency made by Mr. Coleman against the 
general practitioner and views with the 
strongest disapproval the action he has 
taken.” 

The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, arising out of the 
minutes of the last meeting a certain grave 
matter was brought to the notice of this 
Council: namely, a statement which had been 
published in a certain well-known journal and 
attributed to Mr. J. Coleman. Ato Mr. 
Coleman’s request the discussion was postponed 
until this meeting for his reply. I now call 
upon Mr. Coleman. 

Mr. J. ©. Coreman: Mr. President and 
gentlemen, I very deeply regret that a member 
of this Council should have deemed it necessary 
to bring the complaint in question against a 
fellow and very much senior member. I most 
respectfully submit that in my opinion it is a 
very weak journalistic attempt to depict a 
Scotch mist as a raging thunderstorm, and I 
trust you will agree after hearing the evidence 
which I beg to submit to you. 

I propose to submit my evidence in two parts: 
(1) that the complaint emanates from a desire 
for revenge; (2) that my action was justified 
but its meaning misinterpreted. 

First, I have studied Mr, Dunkin's speech 
with great care in an attempt to dissociate 
revenge from the picture, and much regret that 
I have failed to do so. I do not propose to 
submit you to the painful ordeal of going into 
details of facts which support this conclusion. 
I ask you to remember the treatment I have 
received at many Council and committee meet- 
ings, usually at the hands of two of its 
members, for many years past, the one initiating 
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and the other supporting opposition to any 
subject | may have brought before you. 

In support of this, I quote a recent minute of 
this Council published in the Veterinary Record 
for November 3rd, 1934, as follows :-— 

“The Tuberculin Test— . . . Captain 
Coleman, who attended the committee (i.e., 
the Examination Committee) by invitation, 
asked permission of the committee to amend 
the terms of his motion as follows :— 

‘That the Examination Committee be 
asked to consider the advisability of 
making provision in the examinations 
to ensure that the student has received 
the necessary instruction in applying 
and interpreting the results of the 
tuberculin test or tests employed offici- 
ally for the time being.’ 

The amended wording was agreed to for 
the purpose of discussion. 

“ After discussion it was moved by Sir 
John M’Fadyean and seconded by Mr. 
IDunkin: ‘That the committee make no 
recommendation on the subject.” On being 
put to the meeting, the motion was declared 
carried by ten votes to two.” 

Seventeen members signed the attendance 
book on that occasion, therefore five did not 
vote or were absent. The minutes state “ after 
discussion.” None of this was published,* and, 
so far as I remember, none took place, as 
immediately I had finished reading my motion 
for discussion Sir John rose to move his motion 
and was immediately followed by Mr. G. W. 
Dunkin as seconder. I felt at the time, and still 
feel, that I was most grossly insulted that so 
urgent and important a national subject should 
be so cursorily dealt with by the committee. 
I do not propose to dwell further upon this 
part of my defence unless the Council desire it. 

Secondly, I have received repeated complaints 
from farmers and stock owners criticising the 
lack of uniformity in applying and interpreting 
the reactions of the tuberculin test now in use. 
Two gentlemen have submitted their complaints 
in writing and also certificates of tests. copies 
of which I submit. The originals may be seen 
by any member of the Council in confidence, 

(Documents handed to the President.) 

(Mr. CoLEMAN began to read from a letter.) 

The PRESIDENT: I am sorry to interrupt you, 
but is this pertinent to the reply to your state- 
ment made in the Press? 

Mr. CoLeMAN: Yes, it supports the answer to 
the charge made against me: that I have not 
done it on my own but have been urged to do it 
by a large number of people with tuberculin- 
tested herds. 


*The discussion took place in the Examination 
Committee, and it is not usual to publish the 
discussion at committee meetings.—Editor. 
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(Mr. CoLemMaANn continued the reading of the 
letter.) 

The PREsIDENT: Mr. Coleman, I have allowed 
you to read that letter— 

Mr. CoLemMan: I am passing it to you. 

The PRESIDENT: It is not a question of that; 
it is a question of whether the report published 
in the Press was a correct report of what you 
said. That is the crux of the matter. Never 
mind what people have written to you about it; 
it is a question of whether you were right in 
making the statement which you did, and broad- 
‘asting to the whole community the opinions it 
contained. The statement has been brought to 
the notice of this Council and you have asked 
permission to reply. Kindly reply to it; to my 
mind you are not replying to the complaint, 

Mr. Co_teman: I shall do so directly, Sir, 
with your permission. This is leading up to it. 

The PRESIDENT: Very well; I will leave it to 
you and let you have all the licence you need. 

Mr. CoLeEMAN: With your permission I should 
like to read all these letters, because they rather 
corroborate what I am saying later. 

The PRrestipeNt: I should like to ask the 
Council first whether they would like to hear 
these letters. 

Mr. CoLteman: There is only one more, I 
should like you to hear it; I am passing it round 
later. 

(Mr. COLEMAN read a letter.) 

I pass those letters to you, Sir. 

Mr. A. W. Wuirenouse: You did not give the 
dates. 

Mr. CoL_eman: The copies are going round to 
you. One is in February. They said that to me 
long before last year and I asked them to put it 
in writing. All these gentlemen are prepared to 
come and give evidence, and they will tell you 
much more than they have told me in the letter. 
One is Mr. F. J., a millionaire, and the other is 
Mr. B. S., his friend. 

I have yet to learn that being a member of 
this Council debars one from attending meetings 
of other bodies or expressing private views 
thereat. I am vreferring to Mr. Dunkin’s 
remarks before he reaches the subject of tuber- 
culin testing. 

In view of present legislation, I conscien- 
tiously believe that the tuberculin testing of 
bovines is the most important and onerous task, 
from a national, economic and public health 
aspect, that our profession have ever been 
called upon to perform. A certain State Depart- 
ment also appears to hold these views, or why 
should they have required certain qualified 
members of their staff to undergo many months’ 
intensive practical instruction in the application 
of the double intradermal tuberculin test prior 
to a certain scheme being brought into opera- 
tion? I am accused of disloyalty to the general 
practitioner. This I most emphatically deny, as 
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iy sole object has been to protect members who, 
at the expense of considerable time and money, 
have made themselves familiar with the tests; 
and the granting to these members of a special 
certificate would penalise or pillory only those 
few who are rapidly bringing that test into 
disrepute and ruining the status and prestige of 
the whole of the profession. 

Mr. Dunkin surely must be jesting when he 
states that I claim the test to be 100 per cent. 
reliable, To anyone possessing the smallest atom 
of intellect it is apparent that that remark 
referred only to those animals upon which a 
post-mortem examination had been made. How 
could it possibly convey any other meaning, in 
view of the fact that probably 75 per cent, of 
those tested are still living? 

Mr. President, I respectfully and humbly 
submit to your ruling as to the impropriety or 
otherwise of any remarks I may have made 
upon the occasion IL have referred to. IT am 
certainly not prepared to accept that of Mr. 
Dunkin. 

I deny Mr. Dunkin’s statement that I stated 
that the mass of general practitioners are quite 
unable to conduct the double intradermal test 
properly or intelligently. The words I used 
were, “I regret... that there are, I hope only 
a few, people who do it in a very” erratic 
manner.” wish) particularly to emphasise 
that, as this exaggeration and misinterpretation 
goes through the whole of Mr. Dunkin’s speech, 

At no stage of my speech did I mention the 
* general practitioner ” as such, but I used the 
words “ veterinary surgeon” with the object of 
embodying the whole of the profession. 

Colonel Brittlebank, in seconding the motion, 
was doubtless misled by some of Mr, Dunkin’s 
exaggerations and emanations of his own 
imagination. I did not bring a challenge against 
any of the training establishments. In my 
opinion there are still eminent teachers and 
members of the profession who do not yet 
appreciate fully the extreme delicacy of the test 
or the prolonged experience necessary to become 
efficient in its application. After the appearance 
in the Veterinary.Record of the proceedings of 
this Council which embodicd my motion, an 
eminent professor and teacher wrote to the 
Veterinary Record that he had taught the test 
to his students for some years through the 
courtesy of the owner of a tuberculin-tested 
herd. Now I ask, with all respect, what degree 
of efficiency did he hope to impart to his pupils 
through interpreting the varied reactions which 
occur in a tuberculin-tested herd, in which no 
reactions should occur? 

IT have diligently searched this Council’s 
records in an endeavour to find a precedent, and 
have failed to do so. I find that in April, 1922, 
a complaint was laid before the Registration 
Committee against a member of this Council in 
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connection with a certain offer made to a cer- 
tain cattle breed society with the object of 
eradicating tuberculosis from the herds of its 
members ; upon this being attained a certificate 
to this effect would be issued to the owner with 
authority for its publication. The committee, 
after a very short deliberation, decided that 
there was no case to answer. 
Mr. President and gentlemen, I trust that my 
defence is satisfactory to you and that you will 
believe me when I solemnly state that whatever 
I have done was in my zeal and loyalty, hoping 
to benefit my profession as a whole. And I 
sincerely trust that the vendetta which has 
existed against me for many years in the 
persons of only a few members may now cease 
and harmony may once more be restored, and 
that careful and serious consideration may yet 
be given to a subject which I consider of the 
utmost national importance. 
That, Sir, is all I have to say at the moment. 
The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, you have heard 
Mr. Coleman’s statement. It is now open to any 
member to speak on it. 
Mr. Livesey: Mr. President, without wishing 
to take any active part in this lamentable 
matter, it appears to me in the first place, 
before we go any further, that it would be 
convenient and to the benefit of all if Major 
Dunkin would adopt, in his motion which was 
put before the Council at its last meeting, the 
addition of five words which, I think, contain 
the whole sting—if I may use the expression— 
of his proposal. His motion reads, half-way 
down :—- 
“Thal every veterinary surgeon called 
upon to apply the double intradermal tuber- 
culin test should be able to produce a 
certificate of competency to undertake the 
conduct of the test.” 
I would ask him to accept these five words, so 
that it may read like this :-— 

“,. Should be able to produce a certificate 

of competency given by a recognised expert 

to undertake the conduct of the test.” 
In two places in the report of Mr. Coleman's 
speech before the Farmers’ Club he has used 
those very definite words: “ granted by a recog- 
nised expert.” The gravamen of the complaint 
against him contained in this motion is that he 
thinks evidently, from his speech, that the 
certificate of competency given by this College 
to its graduates is insufficient ; that the teachers 
are incompetent to teach; and that its examiners 
are an incompetent body; and he casts very 
grave aspersions on the diploma granted by 
this body. To tnat I take the greatest excep- 
tion, and Mr. Coleman has not said anything 
upon that subject in the reply which he has 
given. I would ask Major Dunkin to accept 
those five words. 

Major Dunkin: The five words, I understand, 
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are: “granted by recognised expert,” in 
between the words “ competency” and “to 
undertake.” 

Major Martinson: Mr. President, I should 
like to ask you a question for my own informa- 
tion. Is Mr. Coleman being charged here and 
now with unprofessional conduct, or conduct 
disgraceful in the eyes of the profession ? 

The PRESIDENT: No; he is not charged with 
anything at all at present. He is here to make 
a statement in reply to Major Dunkin. 

Major Martinson: May I ask what is the 
possible end of this? 

The PRESIDENT: We have not arrived at an 
end. 

Major Martinson: It seems to me—I speak 
quite disinterestedly and I am asking for infor- 
imation only—that if eventually this should lead 
to a charge of irregular conduct, this procedure 
is irregular in being held in the open, in being 
advertised and in being tried before the Council 
instead of before the Registration Committee. 

Major DuNKIN: I have never made any charge 
of unprofessional conduct against Mr. Coleman 
either in this room or outside it. There is 
therefore no charge in that respect overhanging 
Mr. Coleman. The question raised by Mr. 
Mattinson does not therefore arise. 

Major Matrinson: I do not agree; I think 
this is a very important question from a consti- 
tutional point of view, I do not accuse Mr. 
Dunkin of raising a charge, but it seems that 
the procedure may lead to very grave issues. 

Mr. McInrosu: My ruling on the last occasion 
was, I contend, perfectly in order. Major 
Dunkin was quite in order in raising the point 
on the minutes, and he confined himself to that 
point, which I think was quite definite, namely, 
wn expression of opinion by an individual at a 
public meeting, which referred to a particular 
part of our previous minutes. On that ground 
I held that the proper place to introduce it was 
on the minutes, and that ruling was correct. 
If this Council should decide that Mr. Coleman's 
conduct was in any way subject to the action of 
our Registration Committee they may refer it 
to that body, but in the meantime it is a matter 
for this Council. 

Major Mattinson: If I may speak once more, 
I certainly did not desire to cast any reflection 
upon the ruling of Mr. McIntosh, nor the con- 
duct of Mr. Dunkin, and do not put any 
suggestion forward against any man. But I do 
consider that we are in a very curious position, 
and I am very uncertain as to what it may lead. 

Colonel Younc: You said, Sir, in reply to Mr. 
Mattinson, that no action would be taken at 
present. Very well; if all this evidence is going 
to be taken and might be used legally against 
Mr. Coleman afterwards, I think the whole 
procedure is absolutely irregular. 

Major DuNKIN: As a matter of fact I think 
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this matter is getting much too seriously thought 
about, and those members who have spoken 
have, in my opinion and with profound respect, 
not taken particular note of my remarks. I took 
personal exception as a member of this Council 
to the remarks alleged to have been made by 
Mr. Coleman, and the sum total of my speech 
was, in point of fact, a request to this Council 
to repudiate, or support, whichever they liked, 
those remarks of Mr. Coleman. That is where 
ny position begins and where it ends; it is no 
more and no less, 

The PRESIDENT: I think that is what is under- 
stood by the majority of members of this 
Council. There is a motion before this Council 
proposed by Mr. Dunkin and seconded by 
Colonel Brittlebank, and the debate was 
adjourned until this meeting to hear an explana- 
tion from Mr. Coleman. With regard to a 
charge, there is no charge at present against 
Mr. Coleman. Does any other gentleman wish 
to speak on this matter? 

Mr. MciInrosu: I should like to ask Mr. 
Coleman if he accepts the report which we have 
here and the extract from the Journal of the 
Farmers’ Club as a correct report. 

Mr. CoLeMan: Practically so, Sir. There may 
be a few words different. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES: Is not the one major point 
that arises this, Sir? I was hoping that Mr. 
Coleman would come here able to make some 
statement which would relieve us as far as this 
point is concerned ; but I gather, if T interpreted 
what he said correctly, that he practically 
admits it. Our licence, I take it, is a thing 
granted under a special charter which entitles 
the holder to practise veterinary medicine and 
surgery in any part of the country. I am very 
doubtful whether even a Government Depart- 
ment, a Ministry, is entitled to say that the 
holder of that licence is not a qualified person 
to do certain things which we regard as coming 
within the province of the practice of veterinary 
science. It is unfortunate, but it is always the 
case, that someone, perhaps one of the least of 
the culprits, is detected, and that is unfortu- 
nately Mr. Coleman’s case now. He _ has 
addressed the meeting and he admits the 
charge; he says it very awkwardly. Of course, 
we know Mr. Coleman; he is inclined to speak 
perhaps too frankly, but it was put awkwardly 
as he repeated it here. There is no doubt, 
however, that he admits that he said at a 
public meeting that certain members of our 
profession were not able to do this part of their 
work. 

If that is to be admitted, then it would 
equally be within the power of someone else to 
get up and say that a certain number of 
members who hold our licence are not able to 
diagnose a case of spavin, and so on. I venture 
to say—perhaps it would be as well if we had 


a ruling now—that there is only one body who, 
once a name is placed on the Register, is in law 
entitled to take any decision as to whether or 
not a person is entitled to practise, on that 
licence, those things to which the licence refers, 
and that body is the specific committee reporting 
to this Council. I do not think that any indivi- 
dual could do it, and I do not think that even 
any Government Department or municipality 
could do it, if the matter were pushed to a point 
of law. 

I am sorry that Mr. Coleman has done this. 
It is in the atmosphere—the atmosphere is 
permeated with it at the moment—that certain 
statements are being bandied about in this 
country, in evidence before this, that and the 
other committee, that the members of this 
profession are not capable of doing certain 
things coming within their practice. I cannot 
conceive of anything that could possibly do the 
profession a greater injury, and I was hoping 
that Mr. Coleman would have been able to come 
here to-day and say something that would 
relieve at least my mind on that point. That is 
the point, and Mr. Coleman, I think, admits it. 
He is not the only culprit; I wish you could 
have got them all here, but they are not here. 
Mr. Coleman happens to have said it in public 
in this way so that the statement can be brought 
home to him, but it is very unfortunate, and I 
“um sorry that the matter could not have been 
closed in that way, by Mr. Coleman expressing 
regret here for having, in a moment of 
enthusiasm, cast some aspersion on even a few 
members of his profession. I venture to say 
that it is not within the power of any one of us 
to do that. ; 

The PRESIDENT: Does any other gentleman 
wish to speak before Major Dunkin replies to 
this debate? 

Mr. Dawes: I take it that, in answer to a 
query by Mr.. MeIntosh, Mr. Coleman has 
admitted that the copy of the report in the 
Journal of the Farmers’ Club is a correct state- 
ment of what he said ,at that meeting. Out of 
that, to my mind, two points arise. There are 
three statements which we have to consider: 
the first is the statement which was made at 
the meeting :— 

“T have no hesitation in saying that the 
test is 100 per cent. successful in the hands 
of a man who is thoroughly conversant 
with it.” 

The second statement is :— 

“7 would ask the farmers’ organisations 
all over the country to demand that every 
veterinary surgeon who conducts the test 
officially should have in his possession a 
certificate given to him by a_ recognised 
expert that he is capable of carrying out 
the test and reading its reaction.” 

I take it, Mr. President, that what the Council 
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have to consider is: do we or do we not agree 
with those statements? If we do not agree with 
them as a council, we shall give effect to that 
opinion to-day. And I would add, Sir, in view of 
the remarks which have been made during the 
present debate, that if we do not agree with 
those remarks we should express our disfavour 
with the method of making them that has been 
employed. 

Major Dunkin: Mr. President, I may perhaps 
be allowed within a short space of your time to 
make some comment on the two speeches of 
Mr. Coleman: to-day and on April 3rd_ last. 
I am not going to abuse your generosity or take 
up unnecessary time by taking the slightest 
notice of or making a single comment about any 
personal reference which Mr. Coleman has 
thought fit to make. 

There are only two points in connection with 
Mr. Coleman’s speech on April 3rd about which 
I should like to say a word; and one of them is 
this. In view of the fact that Mr. Coleman, in 
what he describes as his defence to-day, has 
made no comment, I take it that this is a 
correct report. Mr. Coleman’s remarks to this 
Council on April 8rd, following on my _ con- 
sidered speech, are as follows :-— 

“Tf you will allow me to defer this to 
another occasion I will be prepared to 
answer fully the whole of Major Dunkin’s 
accusations, provided that I have a copy of 
what he said. I will then undertake to 
disabuse your minds entirely of the charge 
he has laid against me.” 

You, gentlemen, in your generosity, acceded to 
Mr. Coleman’s request, and he has had three 
months to consider the matter. To-day you have 
heard the result of those three months’ con- 
sideration. I told this Council in April that it 
Was never any desire of mine to foist an un- 
welcome proposition on it, and in case I might 
be accused of doing so I consented—in my own 
mind with regret—to the request of Mr. 
Coleman, which was supported by Dr. Share- 
Jones. As you will recall from the parenthetic 
remarks which appeared in the report of ‘my 
speech, I was not absolutely in agreement with 
that procedure, and in order, again, that I 
should not be misunderstood, I would ask for 
your indulgence in order that I might tell you 
what was in my mind. 

I want to say in my own defence, in reference 
to what my friend Dr. Share-Jones said, that I 
am, of course, well aware of the proper proce- 
dure in these matters; and I agree with him 
entirely that in ordinary circumstances proper 
notice should be given to the person whom it is 
proposed to attack. Nevertheless, the special 
circumstances surrounding this case, with which 
I was well acquainted and with which Mr. 
Coleman and, incidentally, those in this room 
were also well acquainted, precluded the neces- 
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sity for any such notice at all. I was 
questioning alleged facts, not procedure— 
publicly printed facts, which, on Mr, Coleman's 
own showing last April, he had himself dis- 
cussed in great detail and at considerable 
length with an at present unnamed professor 
only three days before our Council meeting in 
this room. Yet, three days afterwards, we are 
asked to believe that Mr. Coleman is quite 
unprepared with his defence. 

Mr. Coleman later on admitted, when I held 
up this report and announced to the Council 
what it was, that that was the official report. 
It was in point of fact the one which he had 
had in his hands three days before. It did not 
occur to Mr, Coleman that it would have been 
proper, may I say, to avoid this unutterable 
waste of the Council’s time—I am saying that 
advisedly—it did not occur to Mr. Coleman to 
avoid that waste of time by asking me for the 
loan of this copy, whereby he could at once 
have pointed out my errors of omission and 
commission on the subject. He could have 
pointed out to the Council the vast number of 
punctuations of which I had taken no notice or 
which I had misread. But nothing of the sort 
occurred. I felt—you know how it is when 
feelings are running high—that it would have 
been ungracious to persist with my motion on 
April 3rd, and it was for these reasons that I 
consented to an adjournment. 

Now, Mr. President, to-day Mr. Coleman has 
come forward with what he has been pleased to 
call his defence, prepared, doubtless, after much 
labour, which has probably taken him most of 
the intervening time. In view of what Mr. 
Coleman has been pleased to tell you about me, 
I am quite sure that you do not want to have 
foisted on you a list of my own deficiencies. 
I feel, however, that it is only fair to say that 
you, Sir, have been particularly lenient with us 
both—shall I say?—this afternoon, but surely 
the major part of Mr. Coleman’s reply was 
quite irrelevant. I have never questioned, and 
I never propose to question, because I know the - 
truth of it, that there are men in this country 
who cannot carry out the double intradermal 
tuberculin test. I am not arguing that point 
to-day; I am stating that merely to indicate 
my strong feeling that Mr. Coleman should have 
wasted our time by talking irrelevancies and 
reading letters that do not matter one Dit. 
I have not seen them and do not propose to do 
sO. 

I want to ask just one question, and then I 
am going to sit down. Is the Council satisfied— 
assuming, as I do and as I have a right to do, 
that every member has read my report of the 
speech and Mr. Coleman’s’ reported reply, 
together with the alleged statements to which I 
take exception—that he has been able to dis- 
abuse your minds entirely of the complaint laid 
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against him? I am going to ask a question of 
Mr. Coleman, which he need not answer; he 
made a big point of punctuations last April and 
told us, as you will remember, that if only I 
had, as this eminent, unnamed professor had, 
three days before taken proper note of the 
punctuations, an entirely different interpreta- 
tion would have been placed on his speech ; may 
I ask why no mention of these extraordinarily 
elusive punctuations has been made to-day? My 
own opinion, Mr, President, remains precisely 
what it was on April 3rd. 

Mr. Livesey has asked if I would agree to the 
insertion of five words at a certain place in my 
motion. I have no objection at all to the inser- 
tion of those words, and if my seconder on that 
occasion proposes to be my seconder to-day and 
has no objection, then, with your permission, 
Sir, I will formally move again the motion, 
containing those additional words. 

The motion that I now formally move reads 
as follows :— 

“ That—it having been brought to the 
notice of the Council that one of its 
inembers, Mr. J. C. Coleman, at a_ public 
meeting of the Farmers’ Club held on 
March 2nd, 1936, urged upon all farmers to 
demand that every veterinary surgeon 
called upon to apply the double intradermal 
tuberculin test should be able to produce a 
special certificate of competency granted by 
a recognised expert to undertake the con- 
duct of the test—this Council repudiates 
this public charge of incompeteney made 
by Mr. Coleman against the general practi- 
tioner, and views with the strongest 
disapproval the action he has taken.” 

Lieut.-Colonel BrirrLEBANK: Mr. President, | 
rise to second the amended proposition, and if 
I may be allowed, Sir, I should like to make 
just a few remarks. 

As IT said at the last meeting, I merely rose 
then to put the matter in order; I had had no 
previous communication with anybody on this 
subject, and it was from a feeling of—shall I 
say ?—extreme astonishment that such a thing 
had been said that I seconded the motion moved 
by Major Dunkin on that occasion. As we 
remember, Mr. Coleman then asked for the con- 


sideration of this Council so that he might 


prepare a reply. My experience of public life 
is rather long and, if I may be permitted to say 
so with no intention to hurt anybody’s feelings 
very much, I can say that I have never heard 
a more pitiful attempt to make a reply than 
Mr. Coleman’s this afternoon. It was no attempt 
at a reply; it was simply an attempt at a 
justification. .He does not deny any portion of 
the statements which he made at the Farmers’ 
Club, nor has he attempted to expound how this 
expert is to be found who is to give this very 
valuable instruction in the application of the 
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double intradermal test. I am sorry, because 
in the years that we have served this Council I 
have had much contact with Mr, Coleman, and 
I want to be completely discharged from any 
accusation of personal animus against him. I 
have, however, a deep personal regard for the 
reputation of our profession, like the rest of us 
here, and any attempt that is made to smirch 
that reputation annoys me past anything that I 
know, and will call for a retort at once. 

It is perfectly easy, as has already been said 
by some speaker, to find any number of laymen 
who are prepared to attack the veterinary 
profession. Why these attacks should be made 
upon the veterinary profession it is difficult to 
understand, but I am quite certain that many 
of them are attacks which certain people have 
some object in promoting. I discharge Mr. 
Coleman from that. On a_ previous occasion 
when this question of certification and of expert- 
ness in this test was raised, as I said last April, 
I asked a question, and I was given to under- 


‘stand at that time that Mr. Coleman was 
conducting certain classes—I use the word 


“classes ” for lack of a better one—and present- 
ing a certificate to those people who attended. 
I cannot remember Mr. Coleman ever coming to 
this Council and asking for the approval of the 
Examination Committee for his action, or that 
his instruction should be included the 
syllabus, as being part of his policy that he 
would be prepared to give this instruction to all 
the members of the profession who wished to 
take it. It is true that he came to the Examina- 
tion Committee and criticised the curriculum— 
which is very easy to do—and said that it did 
not afford proper instruction in this very 
valuable test. But is it not possible to say that 
about nearly everything that is taught? Is it 
not possible to level charges about any academic 
matter which is taught in any institution in the 
world? Of course it is, and cheap criticism of 
that sort is of no value to any governing body ; 
it is only constructive criticism which is of use. 
I submit, with the very greatest respect— 
because I really had hoped that Mr. Coleman 
would come to-day to this Council and say, “I 
have rather run away with myself, and I have 
said something which perhaps I ought not to 
have said, and I apologise,’ #nd then the 
Council would have been perfectly happy and 
only too glad to say that they were pleased to 
accept his apology; but instead of that Mr. 
Coleman has made no attempt to do anything 
but justify himself in every possible way—I 
submit that this resolution should be carried. 

The PresIpDENT: Gentlemen, you have heard 
the debate, and there is a motion before this 
Council proposed by Major Dunkin and seconded 
by Colonel Brittlebank. 

Mr. Co_eman: Before that motion is put, may 
I be allowed to reply to the debate? 
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The PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. CoLeman: In the first place, Sir, Mr. 
Livesey has put forward the point that the 
diploma provides for all that I have asked for. 
In that direction, Sir, I should like to ask you, 
if that is so, why it is necessary, as it was at 
our last meeting, to provide for an amendment 
to the syllabus in this manner. At the last 
meeting it was held that a_ certificate was 
necessary proving that students had had experi- 
ence of five or six cases of obstetrics in the 
large animals. The diploma provides for it; 
why is it necessary to make such special provi- 
sion? I only wanted the same provision made 
for another branch of surgery, if you call it 
such: intradermal testing. If it was right in 
one case, it was certainly right in the other. 
I have never for one moment questioned the 
necessity for a special certificate. I have only 
asked that the students should give evidence of 
their being able to do this particular thing, 
which is of such national importance to-day. 
In human practice they demand that students, 
before they get their diploma, shall present a 
certificate that they have done so many cases 
of vaccination against smallpox, which is a 
thing of far less importance than this. 

He also spoke about the necessity for a 
charter. Certainly there is no need of a charter. 
He simply wanted the same thing done as I am 
suggesting. Extramural teachers have taught 
other subjects. If the teachers have not suffi- 
cient material to teach the reactions, why do 
they not make use of the extramural teachers 
and let them give the certificates of added 
experience? The working-out of my suggestion 
has never been discussed; that is what I am 
complaining about. It is a matter of great 
moment to a profession which is going to rise 
up to the skies or fall to the ground on this 
question. It is the most important I have ever 
known for quite 50 years of experience, and if 
you only knew what was going on in the country 
you would be in sympathy with what I have 
said. 

He also said that I had not expressed regret. 
T am afraid that he did not read my speech. 
IT said that I expressed deep regret for anything 
I had said if the President ruled that I had 
done so, but that I should not accept Mr. 
Dunkin’s ruling. Therefore I am afraid I must 
correct Mr. Livesey on that point.* 

Major Dunkin said that he would have lent 
me the magazine if I had asked for it. I had it 
here; I had it handed to him, and, you re- 
member, Sir, I asked him to read a certain 
paragraph which he did not read. That 
paragraph was this :— 


*As reported, Mr. Coleman appears to be 
attributing to Mr, Livesey comments made by 
other speakers.—-Edilor, 
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“ You are aware that for testing purposes 
we now have the double intradermal test, 
and, after making over 1,000 post-mortems 
on animals which I have tested, I have no 
hesitation in saying that that test is 100 per 
cent. successful in the hands of a man who 
is thoroughly conversant with it.” 

I should say, Sir, that however you read that, 
if you do not observe that comma, or if you do 
observe it, the sentence means absolutely the 
same: it refers to the post-mortems that were 
made upon the beasts that had been tested, and 
at that period it was perfectly true. 

Major Dunkin says that I have not denied the 
charge. I am afraid that, with his usual fair- 
ness and justice, he has omitted to listen to any 
defence of my speech. If he will go through 
that speech carefully he will find that I deny 
practically every statement he has made. He 
has put it into his own words and exaggerated 
its meaning in almost every instance, and 1 
have denied in toto every word he has said and 
the way in which he put it. It is not a true 
record of the case or a true interpretation of 
what I said at the meeting. If you will read 
my speech as I read it I think you will agree 
with me, Sir. That is all I wish to say except 
that, of course, if you rule that it is improper 
to do this sort of thing I am certainly extremely 
sorry I did it. No one could be more so, But 
the reason I did it is the reason I put before 
you: I did it in my anxiety that the profession 
should not be let down by the few who are 
doing the test in an erratic manner. 

The PRESIDENT: Mr. Coleman, I think that 
the Council will agree with me that those are 
the first words of regret we have heard. 

Gentlemen, we have heard Mr. Coleman and 
the matter has been discussed. I will put to the 
meeting the motion proposed by Major Dunkin 
and seconded by Colonel Brittlebank. All those 
in favour signify in the usual manner, 

(There voted: for the motion, 23; against the 
motion, nil.) 

The SECRETARY: 
nemine dissentiente. 

Mr. Co_teMan: May I ask for the names of 
those who voted for the motion to be taken, Sir? 

Dr. SHARE-JONES: A request for that should 
have been made before the vote was taken. 

The PRESIDENT: I think so. I think we cannot 
do that now. 

Mr. Coleman, I beg to inform you that the 
motion proposed by Major Dunkin and seconded 
by Colonel Brittlebank has been passed without 
dissent. 

Professor Buxton: Mr. President, there is 
one small matter to which I must make refer- 
ence. As Chairman of the Examination Com- 
mittee, I must draw the attention of the Council 
to the fact that a statement has been made and 
will be published, to the effect that our students 


The resolution is carried 
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of to-day are not properly trained in certain 
uspects of their work. That will be read by the 
public, and I wish to say here and now that I 
take very strong exception to that allegation. 
I want to tell you, Sir, what is within my own 
knowledge and beyond all question. I have had 
an opportunity of listening to these examina- 
tions at all our schools and of forming some 
sort of judgment, and I wish it to be perfectly 
clear that the students are taught these tech- 
niques and they are examined in these tech- 
niques. That is all I have to say. 


Obituary: Death of Professor James Macqueen 


The Registrar reported that since the last 
quarterly meeting of Council the deaths of a 
number of members had been reported to him, 
including that of Professor Macqueen. 

The Gentlemen, we have _ to 
deplore the death of a dear friend and coun- 
cillor, Professor Macqueen. Owing to the 
shortness of notice and the business of these 
meetings, many of you members of Council were 
not able to be present at the memorial service 
yesterday. The Council was well represented— 
as well as we could make it. We shall miss him 
dreadfully, and I am going to call upon Colonel 
Brittlebank to propose a vote of condolence, and 
upon Professor G. H. Wooldridge to second it. 

Lieut.-Colonel BrirTLeEBANK: Mr. President, I 
rise with the deepest regret to perform a very 
painful and very unhappy duty, but I think it 
is one which will commend itself to every 
inember here; that is, that we should convey to 
the relatives of the late Professor James 
Macqueen our deep sense of the loss that we 
have sustained by his death. I will not detain 
you many moments. Macqueen’s life was too 
well known to everybody to require any sort 
of repetition of his many achievements. He was 
a veterinary surgeon for nearly 60 years, and 
not one of those years was wasted. He left a 
deep mark on the profession, and even I, who 
was never one of his students but have known 
Macqueen practically all the life that I have 
spent in this profession, have always felt the 
very deepest respect for that great personality 
that has now passed on. 


What he must have meant to the life of those 


students who had the good fortune to come into 
personal contact with him is almost impossible 
to understand and to realise. But there can be 
no question that in a large family like we are, 
knowing intimately a good deal about one 
another, the influence of Macqueen has gone a 
long way to establish veterinary surgery on the 
pinnacle it occupies in this country. There are 
great and distinguished veterinary surgeons not 
only in this room but also elsewhere, and I feel 
sure that they themselves will be the first to 
pay tribute to that wonderful personality, that 
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wonderful character and character-forming 
influence of the late James Macqueen. 

I cannot say any more, Sir, except to pay the 
personal tribute which falls to my lot and to 
ask you to subscribe to the motion which T have 
submitted to you. 

Professor G. H. Wooupripce: Mr. President 
and gentlemen, Colonel Brittlebunk has ex- 
pressed my feelings in this respect almost better 
than I could possibly have done myself, and so 
I shall do little more than formally second the 
vote of condolence with Professor Macqueen’s 
relatives on the loss of their eminent father. 
We ourselves shall miss him tremendously, 
those of us who had the privilege of being taught 
by him and then, over a long period of years, 
of being able to work alongside of him as a 
colleague and friend. I would underline that 
friendship that he extended to all of us, and I 
can only say that we shall truly miss “* Jimmy.” 
There was no harder hitter in our profession; 
there was nobody who said more searching 
things to some of the younger men, but he 
always hit so straight that he was always 
forgiven. No, he was not forgiven; there was no 
necessity to forgive. His knocks were always 
accepted as being more than justified, and on 
consideration they were always received with 
gratitude by the recipients. I would ask you 
then, gentlemen, to accord your assent to this 
vote of condolence’ proposed by Colonél 
Brittlebank. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES: May I associate myself 
with that vote, Sir? I do not suppose there is 
anyone in this room who knew Macqueen better 
than I did. It has been my privilege to know 
him throughout my professional life. My first 
job was under Macqueen. He was more than a 
great veterinary surgeon, he was an extra- 
ordinary man. He was in one respect unique. 
He was extraordinary if viewed from various 
aspects of life, but I cannot recall another who 
was his equal in this particular respect. The 
outstanding characteristic of Macqueen—and I 
may just repeat a thing I said some few years 
ago down at our annual meeting—-was the 
asperity of his language. I have never heard 
anything like it. But the extraordinary psycho- 
logical phenomenon that was assoeiated with it 
was this, and it will remain so for all time: 
that that asperity generated a profound affec- 
tion. That was the man, and in that light I 
shall always remember him, “ a wight that ne’er 
a petty thing did.” 

The vote of condolence was carried unani- 
mously, and the meeting stood in silence as a 
tribute to Professor Macqueen’s memory, 


PATRONAGE OF THE KING 


Correspondence.—(a) The Secretary announced 
the receipt of the following letter, dated 
May 5th, 19386 :— 
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Privy Purse Office, 
Buckingham Palace, S.W. 
Dear Sir, 

I am commanded by the King to inform you 
that His Majesty has been graciously pleased to 
grant his Patronage to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, 

Yours truly, 
WIGRAM, 
Keeper of the Privy Purse. 


(b) A letter was received from the University 
of Sydney expressing the appreciation of the 
University of the honour conferred on Professor 
James Douglas Stewart. 

(c) A letter was received from Sir Merrik 
Burrell inviting the Council to send representa- 
tives to a proposed meeting at the Mansion 
House in regard to the Royal Veterinary 
College. The Secretary was instructed to reply 
that the Council would be willing to be repre- 
sented at such a meeting. 


Reports of Committees 


Finance and General Purposes Committee 


The following report of the meeting of 
June 26th was read and adopted :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Financial Slatement.—The Treasurer submitted 
his financial statement for the quarter showing 
a balance in hand of ¢987 2s, 6d. and liabilities 
amounting to £194 3s. 7d. 

The Treasurer’s Statement was adopted, and 
he was ordered to pay the liabilities shown 
together with cheques for current expenditure. 

Annual Fees.—The Secretary submitted a case 
of a member who had undertaken to pay his 
arrears of annual fees through the County Court 
by monthly instalments but who had _ been 
reported as being in arrears with his payments. 
The Secretary was instructed to take the neces- 
sary steps to recover the amount due. 

Correspondence Clerk.—The Secretary reported 
the resignation of Mr. G. C. Jordon as Corres- 
yondence Clerk. The appointment of Mr. Ronald 
Shee as Correspondence Clerk from June Ist, 
1936, at a wage of £2 a week,was confirmed. 

It was also resolved that a bonus of £2 be 
paid to Mr. Shee for extra work done, 

Junior Clerk.—The appointment of Mr. Jack 
Eric Budgett as junior clerk at a wage of £1 
per week commencing from June 22nd, 1936, 
was confirmed. 

Investments.__The Treasurer was authorised to 
invest in a suitable security such sum as in 
his discretion he may consider available for the 
purpose during the ensuing quarter. 

Irish Free State Veterinary Council.—A letter 
was received from the Registrar of the Irish 
Free State Veterinary Council transmitting a 
resolution of the Council to the effect that the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons should 
assist in defraying the expenses incurred by the 
Veterinary Council in the collection of annual 
fees in the Irish Free State. 

It was resolved to recommend “ That while 
the Council does not acknowledge any legal 
liability in the matter an ex gratia grant of 30 
guineas be made to Irish Free State Veterinary 
Council.” 
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KING GEORGE V MemoriAL Funp.—-It was 
resolved to recommend “That a donation of 25 
—- be made to the King George V Memorial 

und. 


Examination Committee 

The following report of the meeting held on 
June 25th was read and adopted :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 


REPORTS OF SuB-COMMITTEES. 

_ (a) Mature Age Candidates.—The follow- 
ing report of the sub-committee on mature 

age candidates was read and adopted. 
The sub-committee considered appli- 
cations from three candidates of mature 
age, who submitted satisfactory certifi- 
cates in general education. Two of the 
applicants attended for interview, 
namely, Nos, 5,227 and 5,228, and the sub- 
committee recommend that these two 
candidates should registered as 
eligible to enter upon the veterinary 
course. In the case of the third appli- 
cant the sub-committee recommend that 
he should be registered subject to a 
satisfactory report after an interview 

by Mr. Holroyd. 

(b) Final Examination.—The following 
reports of the sub-committee on the Final 

Examination were read and adopted: 


MEETING HELD ON APRIL 15TH, 1936. 


The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

_ Instructions to Examiners for the Final Exam- 
ination.—It was resolved to recommend:— 

(a) That the number of marks to be awarded 
shall be 150 for the written and 150 for the 
oral and practical portions of the examination, 
and that 45 per cent. of the total maximum of 
marks be required for a pass. 

(b) That the examiners be instructed that it 
is the desire of the Council that candidates, in 
order to qualify for a pass, should show a 
reasonable standard of knowledge in both parts 
of the examination, written and oral. 

(c) That the instructions to examiners be 
printed as a separate leaflet. 

(d) That the details of the examination in 
meat inspection and jurisprudence be included 
in the instructions to examiners, and not as part 
of the syllabus. 

(e) That the examiners be instructed that 
students may be examined upon the subject of 
jurisprudence in either or both sections of medi- 
cine and surgery. 

(f) That the examiners be required to arrange 
between themselves the subdivision of the sub- 
jects of the examination, with the proviso that 
each examiner is entitled to examine on any 
part of the subject. 

(g) That each examiner (external and internal) 
be required to read the whole of the candidates’ 
written answers and to mark them. 


MEETING HELD ON JUNE 24TH, 1936. 


The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

Amendments to Bye-laws.—-The following vet- 
bal corrections to the proposed amendments to 
bye-laws were directed to be inserted prior to 
submission to the Council. 

The paragraph relating to jurisprudence, now 
appearing after Section II Veterinary Surgery, 
to be repeated after Section I Veterinary Medi- 
cine. 
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The words “ (including clinical instruction) 
two sessions” now appearing in Section Il, 
second paragraph, to be repeated in Section II, 
second paragraph. 

Instructions to Examiners.—It was resolved 
“ That there should be added to the instructions 
to examiners the injunction that the Council 
attaches the greatest importance to the consulta- 
tive meeting of examiners to be held in 
accordance with Bye-law 78 at the conclusion of 
the examination.” 

Equipment.—The Secretary was instructed to 
communicate with the external examiners and 
the Principals of the schools in regard to the 
equipment which should be provided for the 
practical examinations in medicine and surgery, 
and to submit their recommendations to the 
committee at its next meeting. 


Summer Examination Arrangements.—The 
Secretary reported that Dr. MacDougall was 
unable to act as examiner in biology owing to 
illness, and that the President had appointed 
Mr. T. J. Evans, m.A., former Professor of 
Biology at the Royal Veterinary College, to act 
in his stead. It was resolved “ That the action 
of the President be approved and that a letter 
of sympathy be addressed to Dr, MacDougall 
expressing the committee’s hopes for his speedy 
recovery.” 

D.V.S.M. Examination.—The report of the 
Chairman of the Board of Examiners on_ the 
D.V.S.M. Examination held at Edinburgh in June, 
1936, was submitted, showing that of 16 candi- 
dates entered cight were successful, namely: 
A. H. Andrew, G. S. Beattie, S. T. Harriss, F. J. 
Hill, D. Howie, D. M. McKelvey, J. J. O’Hagan, 
J. K. Thomson. Two others passed in Group 
If The remaining six failed to reach the 
standard. 

he report was received and adopted, | 

Educational Certificates.—A list of Educational 
Certificates Nos. 5,172-5,177, 5,181, 5,183-5,210, 
was submitted and approved. 


EXEMPTIONS AND CONCESSIONS 


(a) Bye-law 62.—It was resolved that exemp- 
tions under the provisions of Bye-law 62 be 
granted to the following candidates: Nos. 5,178, 
5,179, 5,182, 5,230 (pro tanto biology). } 

An application for a concession under this 
Bye-law in respect of a West African candidate 
was not acceded to. 

(b) Bye-law 95.—It was resolved that exemp- 
tions under the provisions of Bye-law 95 be 
granted to the following applicants: Nos. 5,211- 
5,215, the prescribed additional subjects in each 
case being pathology and_ bacteriology. 

The application of candidate No. 5,216 was 
not acceded to. 

APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS.—-The Secretary 
reported that the President and Chairman of 
the Examination Committee had appointed Major 
W. Knowles to be the second external examiner 
in the subject of veterinary parasitology for the 
forthcoming examination. 

A letter was received from the Secretary of 
the Board of Veterinary Studies, Liverpool, 
stating that Dr. M. Knight, internal examiner 
in biology. was absent from the University on 
account of a serious accident, and that. Mr. 
W. T. Mathias, M.sc., F.z.S., had been appointed 
internal examiner in her place. : 

It was resolved: (a) “That the appointment of 
Mr. W. T. Mathias as internal examiner in 
biology be approved;” (b)_“ That a letter of sym- 
pathy be addressed to Dr. Knight expressing 
the sincere wishes of the Council for her early 
recovery.” 
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Table of Composition of Food Stuffs.—The 

table of composition of certain food stuffs drawn 
up by Dr, Linton for the use of candidates in 
the examination in hygiene, dietetics and animal 
husbandry, was submitted and approved. 
_ itt yas resolved “That the Secretary be 
instructed to convey the thanks of the Committee 
to Dr. Linton for the trouble he had taken in 
preparing the list.” 

Animal Management.—The question of the 
place of animal management in the curriculum 
was discussed, but its consideration was 
deferred, the Secretary being instructed to bring 
the matter forward in twelve months time or 
earlier if so instructed. 

Course of Instruction in Anatumy.—A letter 
from Professor Browne was submitted, in which 
he pointed out that under the provisions of 
Bye-law 61 it was not now essential that the 
Professor of Anatomy should be required to give 
a certificate that candidates in their second year 
had satisfactorily attended the prescribed course 
of instruction in anatomy. 

It was resolved to recommend that Bye-law 61 
be amended by the omission of the word 
“examination” in the last line and the substitu- 
tion thereof of the word “ year.” 

PRELIMINARY Epucation, It was resolved:— 

(i) “ That it is desirable to restrict admission 
to the veterinary course to candidates who are 
in possession of a certificate of matriculation 
standard, but that the Council should have power 
to accept other certificates in special cases.” 

(ii) “ That notice be given to amend Schedule 
I by the omission of Sections I (b), (c), and See- 
tion Il, and the substitution thereof of the 
following :— 

_(b) All examinations accepted for matricula- 
tion in any faculty in a university in the British 
Isles. 

(c) Such other certificates as the Council may 
decide to accept in special cases.” 

(iii) “* That notice be given that this amend- 
ment shall come into operation in respect of 
candidates applying for admission to the course 
commencing in October, 1938.” 


R.V.C. CHARTER 


(a) The report of the Special Sub-Committee 
was submitted, in which the following sugges- 
tions and recommendations were made: 

Objects.—Among the objects of the Col- 
lege, Clause 2 (2) sets out “ The treatment 
of such diseases (i.e. diseases of animals), 
and the investigation practice of 
methods of curing*the same.” 

It is suggested that the words “ preventing 
and of ” should be inserted before “ curing.” 

Sub-Clause 4 reads “ The teaching, and 
training of students, with power to grant 
scholarships, prizes, and certificates of merit 
to promising students or qualified veterinary 
surgeons or other persons.” 

It is suggested that the words “ or quali- 
fied veterinary surgeons or other persons ” 
should be omitted, and also the word 
“ promising.” After the word “ students ” 
add “ undergraduate or post-graduate.” 

It is not advisable that certificates should 
be granted to persons other than veterinary 
students. If granted to foreign or colonial 
velerinary surgeons or unqualified persons 
it might lead to abuse. 

Constitultion—No provision is made for 
the establishment of an Academic Board. It 
would be well to insert a new clause provid- 
ing for the constitution of an Academic 
Board to consist of the heads of departments, 
and lecturers in charge, and representatives 
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of the junior staff, with a statement of their 
rights and duties. 

Principal._-Nothing is provided as to the 
powers, duties and privileges of the Princi- 
pal. It would be well to include a clause 
setting these out. 

Appointment and Dismissal of Staff.—tlt 
would be well to introduce a provision for 
the constitution of a body representative of 
the Council and of the Academic Board to 
consider questions relating to the appoint- 
ment and dismissal of members of the 
teaching and research staffs. 

It was resolved “ That the above recommenda- 
tions be approved for submission to the Royal 
Veterinary College and the Privy Council.” 

(b) Constitution of the Council.—It~ was 
resolved “ That representations be made to the 
Royal Veterinary College and to the Privy Coun- 
cil that the constitution of the Council as 
proposed in the draft Charter should be amended 
so as to provide for the appointment of three 
representatives of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons and three members to be 
appointed by the Academic Board. 

“Further that it should be laid down that the 
ten persons to be elected by the Court should 
be specially selected for, their knowledge of 
veterinary education and that veterinary science 
should be directly and adequately represented.” 


Registration Committee 
The following reports of meetings held on 
June 24th and 25th were read and adopted :— 


MEETING OF JUNE 24TH 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Death of Professor Macqueen.—On the news 
of the death of Professor J. Macqueen being com- 
municated to the meeting, the members stood in 
silence as a mark of respect. 

CASES. 

2,338a. Described in Poultry World as fully 
qualified and skilled veterinarian. The Secretary 
reported the result of an interview he had had 
with the managing editor, who had agreed to 
alter the title so as to avoid a breach of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act. 

N. 140. Described as “ Vet. Srgn.” in telephone 
directory. The Secretary reported that an under- 
taking had been given that this erroneous des- 
cription would be discontinued. 

N. 141. Advertising boarding kennels announc- 
ing expert attention. The Secretary reported that 
arrangements had now been made for a qualified 
veterinary. surgeon to supervise the kennels. 

N. 143. Advertising as “Dog Medicine 
Specialist.” On the report of the Secretary, it 
was resolved that no action be taken in this case. 

N. 144. Former member. Name removed. Still 
using his name plate bearing the words “ veter- 
inary surgeon.” ; 

The Secretary reported that he had received 
no reply to his request for an undertaking to 
discontinue the title “ veterinary surgeon.” | 

N. 145. Unqualified son of member carrying 
on practice. An undertaking was received to 
discontinue the use of the father’s qualification 
and the title “ veterinary surgeon.” 

N. 146. Use of words “expert” and. “ veter- 
inary” in an advertisement. A_ satisfactory 
undertaking was received in this case. |. 

N. 147. Using title “Canine Skin Specialist.” 
A satisfactory undertaking was received. | 

Correspondence.—The Secretary submitted 
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correspondence together with his replies, which 
were approved. 


MEETING OF JUNE 25TH 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

CASES. 

_,2,498a. Hodgins, Thomas. A report from the 
Chief Constable of Bucks. to the effect that this 
member had been convicted at the Slough Police 
Court, on April 3rd, of the following offences 
was considered :— 


(1) Failing to notify police of the existence 
of swine fever on his premises at Iver, 
between January 28th and March Ist, 1936. 

(2) Obstructing an inspector of the Local 
Authority in the execution of his duty at 
iret between January 28th and March Ist, 

(3) Failing to keep records of the move- 
ments of swine at Iver, between January 
28th and March Ist, 1936. 

_ Letters received from Mr. Hodgins in explana- 
tion of these occurrences were submitted, and 
it was resolved “ That no action be taken.” 

2,569a. A complaint was received that this 
member had given a certificate in respect of the 
death of a horse, not having seen the horse. It 
was resolved “ That this member be requested to 
attend the next meeting of the committee to 
explain his conduct.” 

2,971. Farrant, A. L. Displaying sign board 
bearing titles “M.A., B.Sc.” An unsatisfactory 
reply was received from this member, and the 
—? was instructed as to the action to be 
aken. 

2,575. Sargent, R. J. A report from the Chief 
Constable of Guildford was submitted, stating 
that this member had been fined £5 and £3 3s. Od. 
costs on a charge of cruelty to a dog by omitting 
to give it necessary care and attention. 

A letter from the member was read, and it 
was resolved “ That the conviction be recorded 
but that no further action be taken in this case.” 

2,576. The Secretary submitted correspondence 
from the complainant and the reply of: the 
accused member in this case, and it was resolved 
“That no action be taken. 

2,577. Wilson, P. F. A _ police report was 
received to the effect that this member had been 
fined £3 on a_ charge of driving a motor car 
without being licensed, and on a second occasion 
was fined £1 10s. 0d. on a charge of being drunk 
and disorderly. 

A letter was received from the accused which 
was considered, and the Secretary was instructed 
to warn the member that if any similar report 
is received in future, the committee will have 
to take serious notice of the offence. 

2.578. A police report to the effect that this 
member had been fined £1 10s. for using 
a car on the highway in respect of which a 
higher rate of duty was applicable, was read. 
An explanation from the accused member was 
submitted which was considered satisfactory. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(a) Letters from the Scottish Society of Veter- 
inary Inspectors and the Society of Veterinary 
Officers in regard to a circular issued by the 
National Veterinary Medical Association to Local 
Authorities employing whole-time veterinary 
officers were submitted and considered. 

As it was understood that a conference had 
been arranged between representatives of the 
Society of Veterinary Officers and the National 
Veterinary Medical Association to discuss the 
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question which had arisen, consideration of the 
matter was adjourned sine die. 

(b) A letter was received from a member com- 
plaining of the action of a veterinary officer of 
the Birmingham Corporation in regard to the 
free testing of cattle. 

The Secretary was instructed to communicate 
with Major DeVine on the matter. 


Parliamentary Committee 


The following report of the meeting held on 
June 24th was read and adopted :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. ; 

Parliamentary Bills.—The Secretary submitted 
copies of the Merton and Morden, Ilfracombe and 
Hornchurch Urban District Council Bills, in 
which the amendment for which petitions had 
been lodged, had been introduced. A copy of 
the Rochester Corporation Bill was also sub- 
mitted, in which a new Clause had been intro- 
duced at the suggestion of the Council to provide 
that every veterinary inspector of the Corpora- 
tion may exercise the powers of Section 116 
of the Public Health Act, 1875. 

Public Health (London) Bill.—A copy of. this 
Bill was presented, but as it purports merely to 
be a re-enactment of previous legislation, it was 
not competent for the committee to submit 
amendments to any of the provisions, 

Public Health Act, 1875.—Two letters dated 
May 2nd and June 23rd, were received from the 
Ministry of Agriculture supporting the recom- 
mendations made by the Council for the amend- 
ment of the provisions of this Act, relating to 
unsound food. The Ministry had been informed 
that the Minister of Health had noted the 
representations which have been made on the 
matter under discussion, for consideration when 
the provisions referred to are under review, in 
the Bill which is now in course of preparation. 

R.A.V.C,_ Terms. of Service.—The Secretary 
reported the receipt of a letter from the War 
Office stating that this matter was still under 
consideration, and that a further communication 
would be received in due course. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(a) A letter dated April 1st was received from 
the Secretary of the N.V.M.A. in regard to the 
action taken by the committee in_ petitioning 
Parliament in regard to the four Private Bills 
referred to in Clause III, and intimated that if 
the College so desired, the Association was pre- 
pared to join in any further representations that 
might be made. ; 

(b) A further letter dated April 2nd was 
received from the Secretary of the N.V.M.A. 
stating that the Association would be pleased 
to support any further action the Council might 
take with the object of having veterinary sur- 
geons placed on a similar footing to medical 
practitioners and dental surgeons in regard to 
the Dangerous Drug Acts. Also that in the view 
of the Association representations should be 
made to the Home Office that when a vacancy 
occurs in the Poisons Board it should be filled 
by a member of the veterinary profession. 

The Secretary reported the correspondence he 
had had with the Home Office on both these 
points and it was resolved “That no further 
action be taken at the present time.” 

(c) A letter was received from the Hon. 
Secretary of the Nigerian Veterinary Association 
reporting that they had requested Colonel G. K. 
Walker to represent their interests on the 
Council of the College. 
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Library Committee 

The following report of the Library Com- 
mittee was read :— 

In the absence of Mr. Holroyd, the Chair was 
taken by Dr. Whitehouse, Vice-Chairman. It 
was resolved “ That the Librarian be instructed 
to write to Mr. Holroyd expressing the sym- 
pathy of the committee with him in his illness 
and their hopes for his early recovery.” 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and. signed as correct. 

Appointment of Assistant Librarian.—The sub- 
committee reported that they had interviewed 
three candidates for the post_ of_ assistant 
librarian, and had appointed Mr. D. H. Willson, 
B.A., to the post at a salary of £3 5s. Od. per week, 
as from May 25th, 1936. It was resolved “ That 
the action of the sub-committee be approved 
and the appointment confirmed.” ' 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 


The Librarian reported that since the previous 
quarterly meeting, 214 volumes had been sent 
out on loan of which 94 were books, pamphlets 
or reports, and 120 were periodicals. Loans to 
other societies and instiiutions had been as 
follows :— 

National Central Library ... 

Wellcome Research Institute... 

Imperial Bureau of Agricultural Parasit- 

London School of Hygiene 

Department of Scientific and Industrial 

Royal Society for Prevention of Cruelty 

A large number of presentations had been 
received, including the following: — 

From Mr. Bindloss: 

Parkins. “The English Physician,” 1814. 

“The Gentleman’s Jockey,” 1767. 

Markham’s “ Maisterpeece,” (edition un- 
known). 

Miles, W. J. “ Practical Farriery.” 

Sidney, S. “ Book of the Horse.” 

From Miss Fordham: 

Veterinarian, 1854-68 (18 bound volumes) and 
18 old text books and notebooks. 

Mr. M. F. Macdonald: 

Harry Hieover, “ The Pocket and the Stud,” 
1848. “The Stud,” 1849. 

Purchases.—It was resolved that the following 

purchases be made:— 
* “ Topogrfphical Anatomy of the 
og.” 
W. C. Spooner, “ Influenza in Horses.” 
Lewis’s Medical Catalogue, 

Library rg mee It was resolved “ That 
the assistant librarian be appointed to represent 
the library at the annual A.S.L.IB. Conference 
in the month of September.”’ 

Exchanges.—A letter was received from the 
Editorial Representative of the N.V.M.A. stating 
that it had been decided to revert to the former 
system in regard to exchanges, namely, that 
journals received in exchange for the Veterinary 
Record should be addressed to the offices of the 
Association. The librarian was instructed to 
communicate with the N.V.M.A. and to express 
the hope that the change of system would not 
be made _ until the expiration of the current 
volumes of periodicals or alternatively that some 
arrangement should be made to secure that the 
remaining numbers of the current volumes of 
periodicals should be sent to the library. He 
was also instructed to invite representatives of 


CO 
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the Abstracts Committee to meet this committee 
to discuss the matter at its next quarterly 
meeting. 

Library Catalogwe.—It was resolved “That a 
gratis copy of the library catalogue be sent to 
each member of the Library Committee.” 

Mr. Livesey: Mr, President, the first item in 
that report is the illness of the Chairman of 
the Library Committee, Mr. J. Holroyd. I am 
quite sure that the regret expressed by the 
members of the committee at his absence is 
not confined to them, but that every member 
of Council will fully realise that only serious 
illness will keep Mr. Holroyd from attending 
meetings of this Council. I understand that 
he is seriously ill, and I should like to move, 
with your permission, after the adoption of 
this report, “ That the Council expresses great 
regret at the absence of Mr. Holroyd and the 
hope that he will soon recover.” 

The PRESIDENT: Does any other gentleman 
wish to speak? I will move the adoption of 
the report. 

The Council having adopted the report, the 
PRESIDENT proceeded: I am sure that we have 
heard Mr. Livesey’s expression of regret with 
much sympathy, because we all know how eager 
and zealous Mr. Holroyd is, I shall therefore 
propose that a letter be sent to him expressing 
from this Council our regret at his illness. 

Mr. Livesey: I beg to second that motion. 
I understand that he is in considerable pain 
and showing magnificent courage. I am sure 
you will wish to send this expression. 

The members unanimously intimated assent. 


House Committee 

The following report of meetings of the House 
Committee on April 15th and June 24th were 
read and approved. 


MEETING OF APRIL 15TH 
Reference :— 

Minutes of Council, April 3rd, 1936. 
“That a committee be appointed to 
investigate the requirements of the College 
in regard to necessary accommodation for 
the next ten years with ppwer to employ 
an architect to report on whether suffi¢ient 
accommodation to meet those requirements 
can be provided on the present site and 
the cost. 
“That the committee consist of the Presi- 
dent, Mr. J. Willett, Colonel P. J, a 
Colonel J. W. Britthebank, Professor J, B. 
. Buxton, Mr. J. Holroyd. Major W. H. Kirk, 
Messrs. G. H. Livesey, G. H. Locke, Colonel 
W. S. Mulvey, Colonel G. K. Walker, 
Professor G. H. Wooldridge.” ; 

Chairman.—lt was resolved “ That the Presi- 
dent be appointed to the Chair.” 

Additional Accommodation.—It was resolved 
“That the following minimum additional 
accommodation is required:— 

One clerks’ office; one waiting room; one com- 
mittee room; one members’ retiring and robing 
room; two or three store rooms; additional 
lavatory accommodation including ladies’ lava- 
tory. 

was resolved “ That Messrs. 
Roddick, Colvin and Clark, of 3, Great James 


Street, W.C., be requested to submit plans and 
estimates for the provision of the required 
accommodation on the present site.” 

MEETING OF JUNE 24TH 


Architects’ Report.—A_ report was received 
from the architects together with plans for the 
provision of additional accommodation. 

The architect member of the firm also attended 
the committee and his plans and suggestions 
were discussed in detail. The matter was 
deferred for further plans to be submitted to 
embody suggestions made by members of the 
committee; the next meeting to be held on 
July 9th. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
The Standing Committees were constituted as 
follows :— 
REGISTRATION COMMITTEE 
The whole Council. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Brittlebank, J. W. MacKenzie, A. 
Coleman, J. C. Mattinson, A. B. 
Dawes, H. W. Mitchell, T. M. 
Dolan, P. F. Nairn, W. 
Donnelly, A. A, Townson, W. K. 
Dunkin, G. W. Young, T. D. 
Kirk, W. H. Taylor, F. J. 
Locke, G. H. Tutt, J. F. D. 
McIntosh, J. W. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE 


Bradley, O. Charnock Mulvey, W. 38, 
Buxton, J. B. Nairn, W. 

Dawes, H. W. O'Connor, J. J. 
Dunkin, G, W. Share-Jones, J. 
Hobday, Sir Frederick Simpson, R. 
Holroyd, J. Walker, G. K. 
Livesey, G. H. Whitehouse, A. W, 
M’Fadyean, Sir John Wooldridge, G. H. 
Male, G. P. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 


Bradley, O. Charnock McIntosh, J. W. 
Brittlebank, J. W. O’Connor, J. J. 
Buxton, J. B. Share-Jones, J. 
Coleman, J. C. Simpson, R. 
Dodd, J. Spicer, <A. 
M’Fadyean, Sir John ‘Townson, W. K. 
Male, G. P. Young, T. D. 
Mattinson, A. B. (one vacancy) 
Locke, G. H. 


LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

Mulvey, W. 8. 
Spicer, A. 

Taylor, F. J. 
Tutt, J. F. D. 
Walker, G. K, 
Whitehouse, A, W. 
Wooldridge. 

(one vacancy) 


Dodd, 

Dolan, P, F. 

Tbonnelly, A, A, 

Hobday, Sir Frederick 

Holroyd, J. 

Kirk, W. H. 

Livesey, G. H. 

Mackenzie, A. 

Mitchell, T. 
Auditors.—It was resolved that Messrs. 

Woodhouse and Wilkinson be re-elected auditors 

for the ensuing year. 
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DATES OF MEETINGS AND 
EXAMINATIONS 


The following dates were agreed to:— 


(a) Annual General Meeting, Thursday, June 
8rd, 1937. 

(b) Council Meetings: October 9th, 1936; 
January 8th, 1937; April 9th, 1937 (Good 
Friday is March 26th); June 25th, 1937. 

(c) Membership Examinations : Written, Decem- 

ber 3rd and 4th, 1936; July 5th and 6th, 

19387. Orals to follow two days later. 

D.V.S M. Examination: Written, June 10th 

and 11th, 1987. Orals, June 14th and 

15th, 1937. 

(e) Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize Exam- 
ination: September 21st and 22nd, 1936, 


NOTICE OF MOTION 


Notice was given of the following proposed 
alterations to Bye-laws :— 

That Schedule I be amended by the omission 
of Sections I (b). (c), and Section II, and the 
substitution therefor of the following :— 

(b) All examinations accepted for matri- 
culation in any Faculty in a University in 
the British Isles. 

(c) Such other certificates as the Council 
may decide to accept in special cases. 

This amendment to come into operation in 
respect of candidates applying for admission to 
the course commencing in October, 1938. 
BYE-LAw 61. 

Omit the words “ prescribed for that exami- 
nation” and insert the word “ prescribed” 
before the word “ courses ” in the last line. 
77 (1). 

Insert after the word “ maximum” in line 3 
the words “in the First, Second, Third and 
Fourth Examinations.” 

Add at the end of the sub-section “In the 
Fifth Examination the maximum number of 
marks shall be 150 for the written and 150 for 
the oral and practical portions of the examina- 
tions in (i) Medicine and (ii) Surgery, 
Forty-five per cent. of the total maximum of 
marks shall be required for a pass.” 


(d) 


Special Meetings of Council 


At the Special Meeting of Council which fol- 
lowed, the same members were in attendance. 

The minutes of the previous Special Meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken 
as read and signed as correct. 

ByE-LAws.—It was resolved :— 

(a) That the section headed Fifth Examina- 
tion under Schedule II be altered to read as 
follows :— 

I1.—The Principles and Practice of Veterinary 
Medicine, embracing general and contagious 
diseases and preventive medicine, clinical 
diagnostics, special therapeutics and case 
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reporting, clinical parasitology, meat inspec- 
tion. 

Course of instruction (including clinical 
instruction) two sessions not less than 430 
hours, of which not less than 30 hours to 
be devoted to meat inspection, 

Written examination three hours (nine 
questions to be set, not more than six to be 
answered). 

Oral and_ practical examinations two 
hours (of which one shall be devoted to 
clinical diagnosis, special therapeutics and 
case reporting). 

N.B. Jurisprudence.—Candidates will be 
expected to be acquainted with the legal 
responsibilities of the veterinary surgeon in 
general practice, 

I1.—The Principles and Practice of Veterinary 
Surgery, embracing clinical diagnosis 
(including examinations for soundness) and 
case reporting, surgical and _ applied 
anatomy, operative surgery, including anaes- 
thesia, obstetrics. 

Course of instruction (including clinical 
instruction) two sessions not less than 430 
hours of which not less than 30 hours to 
be devoted to obstetrics. 

Written examination three hours (nine 
questions to be set, not more than six to 
be answered). 

Oral and practical examinations two hours 
(of which one shall be devoted to surgical and 
applied anatomy, operative surgery and 
anaesthesia). 

N.B. Jurisprudence.—Candidates will be 
expected to be acquainted with the legal 
responsibilities of the velerinary surgeon in 
general practice. 

(b) That Bye-law 96 be altered by the omis- 

sion of paragraph (e). 
(c) That the proposed amendment to Bye-law 
100 be withdrawn. 

Confirmatory Meeting.—It was resolved that 

the Confirmatory Meeting of Council be held on 
Thursday, July 9th, 1936, at 3 p.m, 


At the Special Meeting of Council held at 
the College, 10, Red Lion Square, London, 
W.C.1., on Thursday, July 9th, 1936, there were 
present: Mr. J. Willett (President) in the chair, 
Majors G. W. Dunkin, Hamilton Kirk, Messrs. 
G. H. Livesey, J. W. McIntosh, Sir John 
M’Fadyean, Lieut.-Colonels W. S. Mulvey, P. J. 
Simpson, Mr. Arnold Spicer, Colonel G. K. 
Walker and Professor G. H. Wooldridge. 

The minutes of the previous Special Meeting 
held on June 26th, 1936, were read and signed 
as correct. 

Apologies for absence were received from Dr. 
O. Charnock Bradley, Professor J. B. Buxton, 
Messrs. P. F. Dolan, J. Holroyd, Captain R. 
Simpson, Captain W. K. Townson, Mr. J. F. D. 
Tutt and Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, 

(Concluded at foot of Col. 1, page 956.) 


| 

| 


956 No, 31. VoL. 48. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


August Ist, 1936. 


Veterinary Society Report 


SUSSEX VETERINARY SOCIETY* 
INAUGURAL MEETING AT BRIGHTON. 


A meeting was held at the Old Ship Hotel, 
Brighton, on May 28th, 1936, for the purpose 
of discussing the proposal of forming a Sussex 
Division of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association. 

The following lady and gentlemen were present: 
Messrs. P. Baird, G. Warnock Begg, W. P. 
Blount, A. D. Campbell, E. Clark, J. B. Dier, 
J. I. Edgar, E. W. Garry, E. R. Greenwood, 
Dr. L. Jordan, L. J. Kelly, F. Marks, J. W. 
Pritchard, H. Scott Dunn, 8S. Smith, H. Taylor, 
F. B. O. Taylor, Miss M. L. Somervail, and 
Capt. E. H. Wyly. 

A letter from Mr. T. Dalling, Hon. Secretary 
of the South Eastern Veterinary Association, 
was submitted stating that that Association 
was somewhat perturbed at the proposal to 
form a Sussex Branch as many of their members 
were drawn from Sussex. It was suggested 
by Mr. H. Taylor and supported by Messrs. 
Edgar, Dier and Marks, that if a Sussex Division 
was formed, then it should be a Sussex Section 
of the South Eastern Veterinary Association. 
The matter was put to the meeting and after 
a long discussion it was decided to form an 
independent branch to be known as The Sussex 
Veterinary Society. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. J. W. Pritchard, of Brighton, was 
unanimously elected President and took the 
chair. 

Dr. L. Jordan, Chief Veterinary Officer, 
West Sussex, was elected Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

Mr. H. Taylor, Haywards Heath, and Mr. 
E. W. Garry, Chichester, were elected Vice- 
Presidents. 

Election of Council_—The following ‘were 
elected to serve on the Council: The President 
and Vice-Presidents and the Hon. Secretary, 
and Messrs. J. B. Dier, H. Scott Dunn, L. 8. 
Kelly, W. P. Blount, S. Smith and E. Clark. 


*Received for publication June 6th, 1936. 


ByeE-LAws.—On the motion of Mr. LIvEsEy, 
seconded by Professor WoOoOLDRIDGE, it was 
resolved “ That the alterations and additions 
to Bye-laws passed at the Special Meeting held 
on June 26th, 1936, be confirmed.” 

Common Seal.—On the motion of the 
PRESIDENT, it was resolved “ That the Common 
Seal of the College be attached to the Bye-laws 
as altered.” 


Subscription It was unanimously agreed 
that the annual subscription should be 10s. with 
no entry fee. 

It was further agreed that Brighton should be 
regarded as the permanent centre for all meet- 
ings except when, under special circumstances, 
invitations were received to hold a meeting 
elsewhere. 


Affiliation to the N.V.M.A.—The meeting 
was unanimous in the wish that the Society 
should apply for affiliation to the National 
Veterinary Medical Association. It was decided 
that such application should be made after the 
Committee meeting when the rules of the Society 
would be drawn up. 


Paper.—Dr. L. Jordan then gave a short paper 
on the “‘ Roll of Accredited Producers.” 

Tea was taken at the invitation of the 
President and Mr. Scott Dunn, following which 
a discussion on the paper took place. [Dr. 
Jordan’s paper is reproduced, together with 
a report of the discussion which followed 
its presentation, earlier in this issue.— 
Editor. | 


Votes of thanks.—A vote of thanks to the 
President for his conduct of the meeting was 
passed, as was also a hearty vote of thanks to 
the President and Mr. Scott Dunn for providing 
tea. 

L. JORDAN, 
Hon. Secretary. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS 
Membership Examinations, July, 1936 
LIST OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES 
(Continued from page 923.) 


Glasgow 
FIVE YEARS’ COURSE. 
First EXAMINATION. 


Baillie, I. Matheson, A. 

Clark, J. S. *Meikle, J. C. 

Dods, Miss M. P. *Miller, W. 

Findlay, J. W. M. Moore, C. C. S. S. A. (C) 
Grant, P. N. H. (B) Morrison, A. M. 

Hay, T. (C) Murchison, M. M. (C) 
Howatson, J. Naismith, J. A. A. (C) 
Lang, W. Scott, A. (C) 

Logue, F. W. (C) Stewart, R. D. 
*McCulloch, J. *Straiton, E. C. 
*MacKinlay, Miss C. Thompson, J. J. (C) 
McLean, J *Wilson, A 


B. 
McMillam, M. M. (B) 


* Denotes Second Class Honours. 
(C) Denotes credit in Chemistry. 
(B) Denotes credit in Biology. 


(To be concluded.) 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 
August 10th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, 
4 p.m. 
August 22nd.—Entries for Jubilee Memorial 
Bursary Examination. 


Sept. 14th-18th.—N.V.M.A. Annual Congress, 


Searborough. 
Sept. 22nd, 23rd.—Jubilee Memorial Bursary 
Examination. 
* * * 


GENERAL OBITUARY 


Sir Henry Wellcome 

In the death of Sir Henry Wellcome, p.sc., F.R.S., 
which took place in London on Saturday last 
at the age of 82, there has passed a man of 
great business ability who contributed much to 
the advancement of chemical science and 
tropical medicine. Born at Wisconsin, U.S.A., 
Henry Wellcome at an early age chose chemistry 


and pharmacy as his career. He studied these 
and cognate subjects in Chicago and _ Phila- 
delphia, and shortly after taking his diploma 
at the latter city went to New York, where his 
strong bent towards literary activity was shown 
by various articles contributed to the scientific 
journals. 

Attracted by the .idea of London as an 
ideal manufacturing and distributing centre for 
chemical industries, he decided to make 
England, the land of his ancestors, his future 
home, and, in conjunction with the late Mr. 
S. M. Burroughs, established the firm of 
Burroughs Wellcome and Company, manufac- 
turers of fine chemicals, alkaloids, and 
harmaceutical products. The business he 
ounded in London in 1880 increased with 
extraordinary rapidity, and now has_ works, 
offices and warehouses in most of the great 
centres of commercial activity throughout the 
world. The firm was among the first to take 
advantage of the improvements made _ possible 
by the advance of pharmaceutical chemistry 
and by the improvements in machinery. It was 
thus able to supply pure drugs in a solid and 
compressed form. These drugs were sold under 
the registered name of “ Tabloids,” a term so 
convenient that it soon came into common use 
as a part of the English language to denote 
anything compressed and consolidated. It had, 
however, a stormy passage, for it began to be 
used by other manufacturers, and it was not 
until March 14th, 1884, that the Court of Appeal 
decided that it could only be used by Messrs. 
Burroughs and Wellcome. Mr. Burroughs after 
some time ceased to take part in the business, 
and Mr. Wellcome became the sole partner until 
in 1913 it became the Wellcome foundation with 
Wellcome as the governing director. | 

Wellcome employed his large income _ to 
further the many projects which interested him. 
for he was a man of great versatility and of 


wide outlook. He assisted greatly in the advance 
of tropical medicine; he was an anthropologist 
a field archaeologist, a buyer of books, and a 
collector on a large scale. Being practical, he 
preferred experiment to theory. e was not 
content to supply pure drugs in his business, 
but he wished to know why they acted and 
how they could be put to the best use. For 
this purpose he Peel in 1894 a physiological 
research laboratory at Beckenham, a chemical 
research laboratory in 1896, a medical research 
museum include tropical medicine and 
hygiene with anthropology in 1913, and an 
entomological field research centre at Claremont 
in 1915. These laboratories were placed in 
charge of men highly skilled in their own depart- 
ments and much experimental work of great 
scientific value emanated from them. He soon 
found that the different institutions were too 
widely scattered, and in 1930 he built the 
Wellcome Research Institution, a fine building 
at the corner of the Euston Road and Gordon 
Street. It was opened with befitting ceremony 
on November 25th, 1931, and there they are ail 
housed under one roof. 

Sir Henry was a_ generous’ supporter of 
veterinary research during the past decade from 
the Wellcome Physiological Research Labora- 
tory. To him _ veterinary science the 
conquest of lamb dysentery by Dalling and his 
colleagues, valuable work on other diseases of 
sheep, dog distemper, and diseases of poultry 
generally. 


R.C.V.S.. OBITUARY 


MorGAn, Ernest, South House, Faversham, 
Kent. Graduated Edinburgh, July 19th, 1887; 
died July, 1936, aged 75 years, 


A long family connection with the veterinary 
rofession is broken by the death of Mr. 
Morgan, who had been in practice at Faversham 
for 45 years. 

A native of Nonington, he belonged to a family 
some of whose members had successively been 
veterinary surgeons for about two hundred years, 
He acted in an honorary capacity at various 

. > 
shows and hunt meetings in East Kent and was 
a veterinary inspector for the Kent County 
Council and, formerly, also for the Board of 
Agriculture. 

Representatives of the Town Council present 
at the interment were the Mayor (Councillor 
F. W. Farrant), Deputy Mayor (Councillor F. J 


Terry) and Councillor S. J. Chambers. 
* * * * 


BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION MEETING 


Summaries of Proceedings of the 
Scientific Sections 


The Scientific Sections of the British Medical 
Association, meeting at Oxford, began their sit- 
tings on July 22nd. 

NUTRITION IN HEALTH AND DISEASE 


In the Section of Nutrition, which has just 
been inaugurated, Sir RonpeErt McCarRIson opened 
a discussion on “Nutrition in Health and 
Disease.” He said: “ This is an historic occasion. 
The inauguration of the Section of Nutrition is 
the recognition by the Association that the 
science of nutrition is an integral part of medi- 
cine. Last among the sections, it is not the 
least; indeed, the day is not far distant when, 
instead of one morning being devoted to _ its 
work, it will rank with the section of medicine 
as a three-day fixture. For with the rapid 
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increase in knowledge it becomes more and more 
apparent that the science of nutrition is_ the 
foundation of a more rational medicine. It is 
to be hoped that on future occasions the work 
of this section will not be limited to physio- 
logical, bio-chemical, pathological, and medical 
aspects of the subject, but that it will include 
those that are veterinary and agricultural.” 
Although young in years the newer knowledge 
of nutrition, Sir Robert continued, had already 
established contacts with, indeed embraced in 
its compass, every branch of the_ profession. 
What was “nutrition”? It was a fundamental 
function on which the condition of the body— 
that was to say, health—depended. It was not 
merely “food” nor “that which nourishes,” as 
some lay dictionaries defined it. Food was the 
instrument of nourishment; nutrition was the act 
of using it—the series of co-ordinated processes 
whereby the nourishment of the body was. 
effected. It consisted in the taking in and 
assimilation through chemical changes—meta- 
bolism—of materials with which the tissues of 
the body were built up, their waste repaired, 
and their deterioration prevented; by which 
the processes of the body were regulated and co- 
ordinated, from which energy was liberated for 
the internal and external work of the body, and 
from which heat was generated for the main- 
tenance of its temperature. A primary purpose 
of the function of nutrition was thus to establish 
and to sustain the structure and function of all 
organs and parts of the body; to keep, in short, 
the mechanism: of the body in perfect running 
order. And since health, at its best—for it was 
a variable state of being—was that condition of 
body in which all its organs and parts were 
sound and performed their functions duly, easily, 
and satisfactorily, it followed that a primary 
purpose of the function of nutrition was to pre- 
vent, so far as its limitations permitted, that 
disturbance or impairment of structure or func- 
Se of organs or parts of the body which was 
isease. 


PROTECTIVE Foops 


What, Sir Robert asked, were the materials 
wherewith the function of nutrition was effected 
and whence were they derived? The foodstuffs 
which, when properly combined in the diet, were 
known to ensure perfect nutrition and a high 
a of physical efficiency and health in human 

eings were: (1) A good whole cereal grain or 
mixture of whole cereal grains or a good whole- 
meal bread; (2) milk and the products of milk— 
butter, cheese, curds, buttermilk; (3) eng (4) 
green leaf vegetables; (5) root vegeta les— 
potatoes, carrots, etc.; (6) legumes; (7) fruit; (8) 
meat; (9) water. That these provided all ele- 
ments and complexes, known and _ unknown, 
needed for normal nutrition was evident from 
the fact that they were the ingredients of the 
national diets of certain races of Northern India 
whose physique and health, when they made use 
of their national diets in their entirety, were 
unsurpassed by any other races of mankind. 
Most of these foodstuffs were nowadays classed 
as “protective foods”—a discovery made cen- 
turies ago by the races referred to, and of which 
the newer knowledge of nutrition had revealed 
the importance. If food was the foundation of 
health, these foodstuffs were its foundation 
stones. Using them aright, there was little need 
to concern oneself too closely with the precise 
amounts of this or that chemical ingredient. 
These foodstuffs provided all and in due amount 
and proportion one to another. There was, how- 
ever, this — that they must be produced 
on soils which were not themselves depleted of 
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essential plant nutrients or of substances, such 
as iodine, needed for the normal nutrition of 
man and animals and conveyed to them by 
plants. “ Les plantes sont les enfants de la terre, 
de lair, et du soleil;” and men, in common with 
other animals, were the offspring of the plants. 

“T am constrained,” Sir Robert concluded, “ to 
refer again to the remarkable experiences of 
the late Miss Margaret McMillan mentioned in 
her book—* The Nursery School’ (1930). Here 
she has described the weakly, ill-nourished and 
ill-conditioned children of the slums who came 
for admission to the nursery school at Deptford: 
children who are rachitic and_ bronchitic; 
children with inflammatory states of the nose, 
ear, and throat; children who have adenoids and 
dental caries. After they have been nurtured 
and properly fed for a few years they are, she 
says, almost all cured of any ailments from which 
they may have suffered on their entrance to 
the school. They are all straight and well 
grown; the average child is well made with a 
clean skin, is alert, sociable, and eager for life 
and new experience. ... ‘He does not need to 
see the doctor or the dentist, and he has none 
of the minor ailments which affect the children 
of the slums.’ 

“Surely we have in experiences such as this 
the root of the whole matter. We now know 
that large numbers of our people have not the 
means wherewith to provide themselves with 

roper food, even though they had the know- 
edge to enable them to judge of what is proper; 
a state of affairs damnatory of our civilisation. 
But it would be wrong to suppose that poverty 
is the only cause of faulty nutrition. ‘ Access 
to abundance of food does not necessarily protect 
from the effects of food deficiency, since a 
number of factors—penury, prejudice, ignorance, 
habit—often prevent the proper use and choice 
of health-giving foods.’ To these impediments 
to normal nutrition I would add indifference, 
neglect, and the weak indulgence of their child- 
ren by many well-to-do parents which fosters 
tastes and habits detrimental to normal growth, 
nutrilion, and health. Education of the people, 
the better education of ourselves: these are 
urgent necessities. It may be that the medical 
curriculum is already overgrown. If so, let it 
be pruned, let us teach the student less about 
‘disease’ and drugs and more about ‘health,’ 
ea oe nutrition, which is the very basis of 

ealth.’ 


FIELDS IN WHICH THE UNQUALIFIED FLOURISH 


In the Section of Orthopaedics a discussion 
on “The Use and Abuse of Manipulative Sur- 
gery” was opened by Mr. A. S. Blundell 
Bankart, F.R.c.s., who devoted his remarks to an 
exemplification of the maxim “ It is no use saying 
that the bone-setter ought not to practise because 
he is not medically qualified unless those who 
are medically qualified are prepared to under- 
take not merely an occasional manipulation or 
two, but the whole of the manipulative work 
that has hitherto been performed by  bone- 
setters.” 

To the Section of Physical Medicine, Dr. W. 
J. Turrell read a paper on “ Electrotherapy and 
its Future,” in the course of which he said that 
no science or art could develop to its full extent 
on the lines upon which electrotherapy was prac- 
tised to-day. As the great Greek philosopher 
said: “If we wish to master any art, or to gain 
a scientific knowledge of it, we must study its 
general principles, and make ourselves acquainted 
with them in the proper manner.” The mere 
appointment of teachers would be insufficient. 
Attendance at a course of lectures on the subject 
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must be made compulsory for students, and they 
must be made to submit themselves to an examin- 
ation on the general nature of the treatment and 
the kind of case likely to be benefited by it 
before they become fully qualified medical men. 

In these days of overcrowding could the 
medical profession allow a method, so generally 
‘alled for, to pass from its hands into those 
of unqualified practitioners? But the more 
important question was, ought the suffering 
public to be deprived, as they were so largely 
at present, of so powerful a remedy which struck 
directly at the basis of the trouble and in many 
cases produced in a few days a cure of condi- 
tions which had resisted for weeks or months 
the indirect action of drugs, liniments, and oint- 
ments? 

(To be continued.) 


* % * 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS FOR 
MICROBIOLOGY 
OPENING CEREMONY 

This Congress, of which a notice appeared in 
a recent issue of the Velerinary Record, opened 
during the present week at University College, 
London, under the patronage of H.R.H. the Duke 
of Kent. The opening ceremony in the Great 
Hall of University College was attended, in the 
presence of at least eight hundred members and 
visitors, by the Rt. Hon. J. Ramsay MacDonald; 
by the President, Professor J. C. G. Ledingham, 
who was supported by members of the Executive 
Committee; and by the four Presidents of 
Honour—men whose names will have an endur- 
ing place in the archives of science—Professor 
J. Bordet, Sir John M’Fadyean, Sir Robert Muir 
and Professor G. H. F. Nuttall. After declaring 
the Congress open, Mr, Ramsay MacDonald 
received a number of delegates from Great Britain 
and the Dominions and from many foreign 
countries. Speeches were made by the Presi- 
dents of Honour, by the President, and_ finally 
by Mr. MacDonald, 

Professor Ledingham said it was his sad duty 
to reeall the names of honoured microbiologists 
who had passed away since the last Congress- 
men such as Theobald Smith, Roux, Calmette, 
Bruce, Ch. Nicolle. Only the day before, the 
grievous loss of Sir Arnold Theiler’ was 
announced, and the President spent some 
moments paying feeling tribute to this famous 
velerinary scientist. 

In the course of his remarks, the President 
referred to the objects of the Congresses of 
Microbiology, of which this was the second. 
It had been agreed that in the set discussions 
the aim should be, not so much to present 
recently acquired knowledge on any particular 
subject, as to formulate expressions of opinion 
regarding methods of research and to indicate 
how, in the speakers’ views, future activities 
should develop. At this Congress they were 
paying special honour to the memory of Antony 
van Leeuwenhoek, who was the first to improvise 
microscopes and to use them for the examination 
of living objects, of his so-called “ litthe animals,” 
as they were observed in various natural sub- 
strates. The Congress badge, worn by each 
member, bears a medallion of this famous man 
and has been modelled from an ancient print. 

The Presidents of Honour then 
addressed the meeting. Professor Bordet, of 


Brussels, a past President, dealt with that branch 
of microbiology which treats of immunity, This 
is the field in which Professor Bordet himself 
is a pioneer of many years’ standing, Sir John 
M’Fadyean recalled that the first Congress of 
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this nature was that of Hygiene and Demography 
in 1901, at which, among other matters, the 
great losses inflicted upon agriculture by the 
various contagious diseases of animals were 
discussed, A remark made by King Edward VII 
in connection with that Congress was perhaps 
an appropriate motto for the present one; 
regarding tuberculosis, he said, ‘ ‘If preventable, 
why not prevent it?” Sir John went on to 
deal with the present position in this and other 
countries with regard to the control of animal 
disease, with special reference to tuberculosis 
of cattle and the danger to human health. While 
the Ministry of Agriculture was to be congratu- 
lated at having made a start with the control 
of bovine tuberculosis, the situation, he thought, 
still remained most unsatisfactory. Sir Robert 
Muir referred to the present day tendency to 
specialisation research, which ras, he 
believed, rather overdone. As teacher of 
pathology of more than forty years’ standing, 
he urged that’ research workers should not 
restrict themselves too closely to their own 
special subject, that to take a= broader view 
would be to their own advantage and to the 
advantage of students they might have to teach. 
Professor Nuttall dealt) with the wonderful 
advances which had been made in the control 
of tropical diseases in man, recalling the work 
of Laveran on malaria and of others on yellow 
fever. 

Mr. Ramsay MacDonald welcomed in the name 
of H.M. Government the members of the Con- 
gress, particularly those from foreign countries 
and from remote parts of the Empire. The 
Government fully recognised that Congresses such 
as this were of immense value in engendering 
international amity. The Rt. Hon, gentleman 
caused much merriment by saying that as a 
politician, he envied the biologist; if only politic- 
ians could obtain “a pure culture” easily 
as biologists usually could, the problems facing 
the world would be greatly simplified. 


ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE 
EXTENSION FuND APPEAL 

We reproduce below, and commend to the 
sympathetic consideration of our readers, a 
statement recently issued, together with a plan 
of the College buildings showing the proposed 
extension, by the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 
Extension Fund Appeal Committee :— 


Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, 9, July, 1936. 

On behalf of the Board of Management of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College we desire to 
bring before you the urgent necessity for extend- 
ing the accommodation in the existing College 
premises in order that the Board’ may be in a 
0sition to make such provision as is demanded 
rapidly advancing standards veterinary 
education and research, 

In common with many other educational insti- 
tutions in Edinburgh, the College owes its 
existence to the efforts of private citizen, 
William Dick, who, founding it in 1823, carried 
it on and developed it over a period of 43 years 
with only the slightest financial assistance, and 
who, on his death, endowed it with his whole 
estate. In the ensuing half century the oid 
premises in Clyde Street underwent repeated 
extension and adjustment, but by 1914 the need 
for more spacious and modern accommodation 
had become clamant, and in that year the erec- 
tion of the present dignified College buildings 
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on an excellent site at the East end of the 
Meadows was begun, 

In the 20 years which have elapsed since their 
completion, astonishing progress has been made 
in veterinary science and in the part which the 
veterinary profession plays in the conservation 
and development of our animal resources both 
in this country and in the Empire and in rela- 
tion to the maintenance of the public health 
services. In this development it is generally 
recognised that the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College has had a large share. 

The College has a two-fold function—educa- 
tion and research. It has always set before itself 
as a principal aim the thorough training of 
the future veterinary practitioner in the science 
underlying veterinary medicine and surgery and 
the application of the ever-increasing body of 
scientific knowledge to veterinary practice. It 
is important—indeed vital—that those who are 
charged with the duties of teaching scientific 
and professional subjects should’ themselves 
engage actively in the extension of knowledge, 
and it may be fairly claimed that from the 
‘arliest days of the College its staff have made 
valuable contributions to veterinary literature, 
and that with the improved facilities provided 
by the new buildings these contributions have 
grown in volume and in value. 

Recently the duration of the course of training 
for the prospective veterinary surgeon has been 
extended from four years to five and new sub- 
jects of instruction have been added to the 
curriculum. Additional classrooms and labora- 
tories, both for teaching and research, are 
therefore urgently necessary if the College is to 
retain the honourable position among scientific 
educational institutions which it has achieved. 
The College is in possession of a suitable site 
immediately adjoining the existing buildings, and 
to carry out the proposed plan of extension il 
is estimated that a sum of not less than £40,000 
must be provided. Towards this amount State 
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promised, leaving a like sum to be collected from 
other sources. 

We are confident that the appeal which we 
now issue for contributions to the Extension 
Fund will meet with a wide response. Veterinary 


Science is of first importance to the_ basal 
industry of the country—Agriculture. It has 


resulted in the elimination from this country of 
diseases such as rinderpest, glanders, and rabies, 
while other diseases which formerly took a 
heavy toll of stock have been brought under 
effective control. Through the inspection of meal 
and milk it is closely concerned with the main- 
tenance of the general health of the community. 
Finally, and perhaps not least, it provides bene- 
ficent service to the four-footed friends of man 
which may now receive medical and surgical 


aids almost equal to those available for man 
himself, 
Contributions should be sent to W. Slater 


Brown, Esq., J.p., c.A., 16, Alva Street, Edinburgh. 
In the name of the Appeal Committee, 
T. Hupson BEARE, Convener. 
CHARNOCK BRADLEY, Vice-Convener. 
W. SLATER Brown, Treasurer. 
A. C. Secretary, 


The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, the 
receipt of the First Annual Report of the Chief 
Veterinary Officer, West Sussex County Council. 


ADVERTISER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 


As there are nearly 4,000,000 dogs in this country, we think it 
will be of some interest to your readers to know that we are 
introducing the first complete scientific dog food with three varied 
flavours, packed in hygienically sealed tins. 

“Red Heart '’ is the name of the food, and it is prepared 
under the most scrupulous hygienic conditions. It is a complete 
diet, having a meat basis, and contains cereals, vegetables, cod-liver 
oil and vitamin G in the proportions necessary to ensure sound 
digestion, and to keep the dog in perfect health and condition. 


assistance to the extent of £20,000 has been JoHN Morrett & Co., Ltp., 57, Victoria Street, Liverpool, 1. 
Diseases of Animals Acts 
SUMMARY OF RETURNS 
Foot- 
Anthrax. and-Mouth Parasitic§ Sheep | Swine 
Disease. Mange. Scab. Fever. 
| | Animals || Out- | | 
slaugh- | breaks | 
Out- Out- tered as reported Out- | Out- Swine 
Period. breaks Animals | breaks diseased by the|Animals| breaks breaks  slaugh- 
_con- attacked.| con- orex- | Local |attacked.| con- con- tered. 
firmed. firmed. posed to Authori- firmed. firmed. | 
infection. ties. | 
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. | No. | No. 
Period Ist to 15th July, 1936 an 3 3 77 91 
Corresponding period in 
10 | -— 7 7 11: 106 
1934 eee os 9 | 9 5 11 8 66 47 
1933 | 3 a | 3) 36 
Total Ist January to 15th | 
July, 1936 271 =| 317 4 379 73 210 145 ‘1,148 806 
Corresponding period in | 
1935 one oe || 251 34 10,208 77 162 198 1,086 616 
1934 os | 239 a 93 91 152 346 8890 547 
1933 oie ian ou | 163 184 56 | §,350 100 175 i 208 |) 884 | 519 


Nove.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


§ Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses, 


